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The horizontal movement schema is a metaphorical conceptualization
based on the embodied experience of movement, which is depicted in
a straight line and depicts abstract situations as a movement in the
horizontal direction of time. This schema shows the concept of
"nation-people™ in the poetry of the 60s as a continuous entity in the
progressive movement.

Conceptual elements in the current research are located and directed
based on the metaphor of "homeland as a footprint™ in three points of
origin, path, and destination; in this way, the nation's progressive
movement starts from the point of "I" and reaches the point of "We"
with the help of a travel guide that highlights the concept of
leadership. The "I-We" metaphor in an event-driven reading leads to
the sanctification of the concept of martyrdom with a value between
"staying™ and "going".

The findings of this research show that the megametaphor of
"martyrdom is the eternal way" values excellence as a group journey
in the context of "past”, "present”, and "future”. The past shows
historical events as the distance travelled, the present is a crossroads,
and the future is visualized as a clear horizon in the distance ahead.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

1. Introduction

The embodied thought in Conceptual Metaphor Theory is defined as an image schema. Each
schema is a pattern of bodily experience that frequently recurs in the human mind and forms the
basis of metaphor. One of the most common embodied schemas in metaphorical thought is the
movement schema, which conceptualizes changes in abstract positions as displacement. Internal
elements within the movement schema are organized spatially and directionally. Spatial elements
are highlighted in the “start of movement,” “continuation of path,” and “arrival at the endpoint,”
while directional elements evaluate concepts based on “horizontal,” “vertical,” or “rotational”
orientations. If movement and dynamism are considered stylistic features of literary works, these
works do not possess this feature to the same extent. The degree to which each work possesses
this feature primarily relates to its subject, theme, and prevailing ideology. From this perspective,
epic works and resistance literature exhibit greater dynamism compared to other genres. This
dynamism, from a linguistic and aesthetic standpoint, is also related to various factors and
elements such as short sentences, specific verbs, dynamic and active verbs, intensifiers, and
concrete and sensory images. Therefore, the movement schema can be considered an image
element that contributes to the dynamism of a text and appears more frequently in resistance
literature. Examining this schema in the resistance poetry of the 1980s, by evaluating events that
are spatially and proximally co-located in metaphorical language, portrays the agency of the
Iranian nation as a horizontal movement along a historical continuum. This, in turn, can have a
persuasive role, as national values, over time, become subject to criticism from future generations
and undergo conceptual changes, especially concerning shifts in beliefs and perspectives. Re-
evaluating such perspectives can occur through metaphorical signs. The conceptual elements in
the data of this research are rooted in the discourse of the Islamic Revolution and, centered on
themes such as anti-imperialism, justice-seeking, freedom-seeking, and the glorification of
martyrdom, elucidate the foundations and ideals of resistance literature. The common thread in
these themes is the historical-cultural continuity of 1980s poetry with religious-national values,
which is metaphorically highlighted as a forward movement in a spatial sequence.

Literature Review: Based on the searches conducted, no independent article was found on the
horizontal movement schema in resistance poetry of the 1980s, but some studies have been useful
in writing this article. Doshmanziari et al. (2022), in “Examining Conceptual Metaphors in Male
Narratives of the Sacred Defense,” demonstrate through the frequency of cultural schemas that
the megametaphor “The battlefield is Karbala” is the central core of Sacred Defense literature.
Alipour (2022), in the article “Reflection of the Movement Schema of the Mystical Path in
Sanai’s Hadigat al-Haga’ig and Ain al-Qudat Hamadani’s Tamhidat”, shows that Sanai and Ain
al-Qudat elucidate the concept of “union with God” based on the destination schema. Bagheri-
Khalili and Taheri (2021), in the article “The Movement Schema in Attar’s Mantiq al-Tayr”,
analyzed the abstract concept of “return to origin” with the help of the megametaphor “Mystical
journey is movement,” and examined the movement schema in three spatial positions: origin,
path, and destination. Furthermore, the aforementioned authors (2019), in the article “The
Vertical Schema in Attar’s Mantiq al-Tayr”, relying on ascending/descending metaphors,
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consider the movement from the celestial to the earthly realm as an instance of human descending
journey, which in mystical practice shifts to an ascending journey, transforming into a movement
from the earthly to the celestial or a return to the origin. Bagheri-Khalili and Mehrabi Kali
(2013), in the article “The Cyclical Schema in the Ghazals of Sa’di and Hafez Shirazi,”
conceptualize cyclical time and its distinction from horizontal time.
The research questions are:
1. What are the constituent elements of the horizontal movement schema in the resistance
poetry of the 1980s?
2. What topics does the horizontal movement schema conceptualize in the resistance poetry
of the 1980s, and what are its instances and objectives?

2. Method

The current research employs a descriptive-analytical method, with the unit of analysis being
poems containing the horizontal movement schema. Information is collected through library
research, and the extracted samples will be explained after thematic classification based on the
principles of conceptual metaphor.

3. Results

Based on this research:

“Martyrdom is the eternal path”:

Based on the data of this research, the megametaphor “Martyrdom is the eternal path” is based on
the essence of “martyrdom,” as martyrdom and the martyr are considered immortal and
everlasting by Iranians from a cultural and religious perspective. This megametaphor is the origin
of several schemas, the most important of which are:

Schemas:

a) “Martyrdom is an unfinished path”:

b) “Martyrdom is an unfinished trace”: Salman Harati, in his poem Mirza and the Jungle, calls
Mirza’s uprising and martyrdom an “unfinished trace,” creating the schema “Martyrdom is an
unfinished trace.” In this poem, the poet attempts to highlight the horizontal movement of
“Martyrdom is an unfinished trace.”

Schema:

a) “I am the origin of movement”:

b) “We are the destination of movement”: These two schemas are, in fact, sub-metaphors of
the megametaphor “Martyrdom is the eternal path.” Therefore, “martyrdom as a path” must have
an origin, a path, and a destination. This schema, in a state-oriented reading, addresses the
spatialization of the state or position of “I” and “We” and then, by examining the unholy/holy
dichotomy through an event-oriented reading, aligns the “I”-based life with “staying” at the
origin point and the “We”-based life with “moving” towards the destination point to
conceptualize the event of “how to be” or “how to live.”



52 Journal of Resistance Literature, Volume 16, Issue 31, 2025

Schema:

a) “Unbholy is the origin”:

b) “Holy is the destination”: The origin-destination schema focuses on the metaphysical
proposition “to be is not to be.” The explanation of this proposition is conceptualized within the
framework of being as staying at the origin point and being as moving towards the destination.
The history of every nation is composed of the choices it makes at different historical junctures
from within one of these two existing positions. Although poets of resistance literature
conceptualize the initial stage of martyrdom-seeking with the horizontal origin-destination
schema, making it tangible and concrete, they ultimately connect it to an ascending schema, such
as from “the dusty earth” to “the sky,” or a cyclical movement schema, such as the sun’s
migration from “yellow” to “red” and the movement from “winter” to “spring,” to conceptualize
the “eternity of martyrdom” or ‘“the eternal nature of the path of martyrdom” and “the
transcendence and evolution of the martyr,” thus unifying the “beginning” with the end through a
“circular movement” symbolizing eternity and immortality.

Schema:

“Torture, silence, domination, etc., are the path”: The structure of the path schema in
horizontal movement is a sequence of purposeful actions that take place spatially and along a
single direction. The realization of ideals such as justice, independence, and freedom is inscribed
along a common path. Their achievement is made possible not merely by enduring hardships and
tribulations, but by the movement of blood from the vein to the Arvand river bank.

Schema:

a) “Leader is the guide of the path”:

b) “Enemy is an obstacle to progress”: In the domain of this research, the position of leadership
and its negative counterpart, the “enemy,” are evaluated through the megametaphor of national-
umma solidarity as a collective movement. For example, the collection of poems Soroud-e
Sepideh (Song of Dawn) by Sabzevari examines the enemy/leadership dichotomy with the image
of a collective journey by land and sea. The poet views the unity of the Islamic umma for the
liberation of Palestine as a pilgrimage caravan that encounters the obstacle of the enemy on its
path from the battlefield to the Al-Agsa Mosque sanctuary.

Schema:

“Time is horizontal movement”: Based on the observer’s and actor’s positions within the scope
of this research, the horizontal line of time is spatialized on three points: past, present, and future.

4. Conclusion

The metaphor “homeland as a footprint” can be considered the foundation of directional notions
within the horizontal movement schema. This metaphor, based on internal elements in the
horizontal direction or orientation, creates three movement schemas: 1. Origin-Destination
Schema; 2. Path Schema; 3. Path-Destination Schema. The semantic core in these three schemas
is the abstract concept of “nation-umma,” which is depicted as a moving entity in a forward
collective movement to organize a system of conceptual metaphors.



Analysis of the Horizontal Movement Schema in Resistance ...| Ahmadi, et al 53

The megametaphor “Martyrdom is the eternal path” values transcendence as a collective journey
across the temporal landscape of “past,” “present,” and “future.” This metaphor, within the
structure of the horizontal movement schema, has three directions: origin, path, and destination.
These three directions are structured in the resistance poetry of the 1980s as follows:

1. The conceptual sign of “coming from” is highlighted in the “Origin-Destination” schema to

evaluate an “I”-based life in the past, based on staying at the origin point, negatively depicted

as a desert or swamp. In the same schema, a “We”-based life in the present is evaluated
positively, corresponding to the boundlessness of the sea at the “destination of movement.”

2. The conceptual sign of “towards...” in the “Path” schema, focusing on the future,
visualizes the extension of time as a terrestrial or maritime path. Additionally, the extension
of the “present moment” in the “Path” schema is depicted based on the visual horizon
regarding the abstract position of “weapon.” Choosing a path in this situation means deciding
which side of the gun to stand on and is evaluated as a two-way path. In the “Two-Way
Path” schema, the dichotomies of Cain/Abel, Ali (AS)/Muawiyah, and Hussein (AS)/Yazid
are explained as eternal crossroads in the present time.

3. The conceptual sign of “arrival” is highlighted in the “Path-Destination” schema,

evaluating the abstract concept of “suffering” as a historical reality and as the distance traveled

in a long-term journey, and outlining the inevitable future in the distance ahead. The horizon
of the future metaphorically portrays the end of the era of ignorance and oppression as

“drawing near” and “reaching the promised dawn.” In this metaphor, “awaiting the Savior” in

the distance or path towards the destination is valued as a dynamic situation from the

perspective of the observer (=those awaiting the Savior) and the actor (=the Promised Mahdi).
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