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This research takes a critical discourse analysis approach, utilizing the
theories of Laclau and Mouffe, to explore the role of war and borders in the
novel "Lamyazra." The main aim of this study is to investigate how these
two concepts are represented in the novel and their roles in shaping
discourse and identities. Unlike traditional views that see language as
merely a tool for reflecting reality, this research posits that language
actively constructs reality and shapes meanings and identities through
various discourses. By focusing on key concepts such as “articulation,"
"knot," and "hegemony," it demonstrates how borders, as a central knot in
the discursive network of the novel, are articulated in relation to concepts
like war, resistance, and identity, challenging the dominant discourses
surrounding borders. Research questions revolve around the representation
of love and borders, existing competing discourses, and the relationship
between love and resistance. The hypotheses focus on the role of love in
creating tension and paradox, and as a key knot. A qualitative research
method using thematic analysis has been employed. The findings indicated
that love and borders in the novel are not only personal concepts but also
discursive constructs capable of generating different meanings and shaping
identities. The border, as a complex discursive construct, is introduced not
only as a factor of separation but also as a connector and creator of new
identities. Overall, this research demonstrates that the novel "LamYazra,"
through its unique representation of the concept of borders, challenges
dominant structures and provides a space to think about new meanings and
diverse identities.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

1. Introduction

The Discourse of War is a set of beliefs, values, and social meanings that form around the
phenomenon of war within a society, influencing how war and its consequences are understood,
interpreted, and represented. This discourse can foreground concepts such as sacrifice, resistance,
loss, violence, heroism, or tragedy, and impart either a critical or identity-forming orientation to
literature and art. The discourse of Sacred Defense literature, by linking the signified of “the
sacred” to the signifier defense (rather than “war”), seeks to foreground, in the creation of literary
works, the emergence of a new kind of literature after the Islamic Revolution, especially
following the outbreak of war, and to accentuate the ideological and cultural dimensions of the
Islamic Revolution. The very choice of the term “Sacred Defense Literature” for these works is
itself a reflection of this orientation. Moreover, given the close relationship between literary
criticism and ideology, and their role in interpreting and making literary phenomena meaningful,
the study of how concepts and values are represented in post-revolutionary and wartime fiction
becomes especially significant (MehrAyin, 2007: 363). In this context, the novel Lam Yazra by
Mohammadreza Bayrami stands out as a prominent work of Sacred Defense literature, addressing
the Iran-lrag war and its impacts on human lives. This novel, with a deep and humanistic
perspective, seeks to examine the various dimensions of this phenomenon from multiple angles,
narrating the fate of several characters amidst the Iran-Iraq war. The characters include soldiers,
their families, and those who are affected by the war either directly or indirectly. In Lam Yazra,
Bayrami, through a realist approach, endeavors to portray the pain, suffering, and human
resistance in the face of war. The novel tells the story of the profound effects of the Iran-Iragq war
on a rural family called the “Sa’doun family” in the Jodeyl region, where Saddam has banned
agriculture and people are compelled to farm in secret. The narrative revolves around lands that
are divided into barren and arable sections, and is intertwined with the historical event of Dujail,
where—after a failed assassination attempt—Saddam massacres the Shiites a residents of the area
in retaliation. This event is reflected in the narrative through a stream-of-consciousness
technique. The novel is multi-faceted and is told from the perspectives of several characters;
nevertheless, the main focus remains on Sa’doun, his family, and his romantic relationship with
Ahli. By depicting the confrontation of geographical, religious, and cultural borders between two
groups of a Sunni and Shi’a tribe in Iraq, the novel offers a narrative in which the events unfold
against the backdrop of discursive confrontations and conflicts among the characters).

2. Methodology

The research methodology of this study is qualitative and employs an analytical-descriptive
approach based on critical discourse analysis. Utilizing the theoretical framework of Laclau and
Mouffe, the study examines various articulations of discourse and the concept of the border in the
novel "Lam Yazra." Data analysis is conducted through thematic analysis, which involves
identifying key themes, exploring the relationships among these themes, and interpreting them
within the context of war discourses. The primary focus is on identifying nodal points (central
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and pivotal points in the narrative), the articulation of borders in relation to other elements of the
story such as war, identity, and resistance, as well as the dominant and competing discourses
surrounding the concept of the border and the discourse on war.

3. Results

The critical discourse analysis of the novel Lam Yazra, with a focus on the concept of the
border, revealed that the border is not merely a geographical dividing line, but rather a complex
discursive construct that shapes meanings and identities. In this novel, the border is represented
not only as a physical reality, but also as a social and cultural concept that affects power relations,
individual and collective identities, and even human emotions. Through the analytical tools of
Laclau and Mouffe, it was found that the border functions as a key nodal point around which
other concepts such as war, resistance, love, and identity are articulated. These articulations show
that the border is not only a factor of separation and division but can also serve as a point of
connection and the creation of new identities. In fact, the competing discourses within the novel
interpret the border not as a fixed and definite phenomenon, but as a variable and contested
structure. This demonstrates that the border is a multifaceted and dynamic phenomenon, whose
meanings are constructed and reconstructed not only at the geographical level but also on social,
cultural, and emotional levels. Thus, this analysis not only provides a deeper understanding of the
novel but also helps us develop a more critical perspective on the role of discourse in shaping
borders and their impact on human lives. This approach further underscores the importance of
studying borders as social and cultural constructs that can be challenged by opposing discourses.

4. Conclusion

1. The protagonist, through his internal monologues and dialogues with other characters, reveals
the tension between his personal values and the demands of military life. This struggle shows
how discourse shapes his understanding of himself and others.

2 .The concept of hegemony is crucial in understanding the power dynamics present in the novel.

Hegemony refers to the dominance of some ideas or discourses over others, shaping social norms
and values.The military discourse around duty, honor, and sacrifice creates a hegemonic narrative

that pressures the characters to conform. However, moments of opposition, such as the
protagonist’s reflections on the morality of war and the suffering that results from it, challenge
this hegemony. This is consistent with Laclau and Mouffe’s claim that social formations may be
subject to change as characters negotiate their positions within the dominant discourse.

3. According to Laclau and Mouffe, identities are not given in advance, but are constructed
through modes of expression. In the novel The Wasteland, characters’ identities are shaped by the
relationships and discourses they engage in.

4. The relationships between soldiers and civilians demonstrate the fluidity of identity. The
protagonist’s interactions with Haitham, a person of another faith, demonstrate how their shared
experiences of harm and loss create a bond that transcends their role in the war. This articulation
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of identity highlights the interconnectedness of personal and political narratives and emphasizes
that identities are shaped through social relations.

5. Language in this novel functions as a powerful tool of empowerment and oppression. The
characters’ use of language reflects their position in the power structures of the narrative ..Laclau

and Mouffe emphasize the importance of emotions in shaping identities and political discourses.
In the novel The Waste Land, emotional experiences play a significant role in the narrative of the
characters.The protagonist’s feelings of guilt, despair, and compassion are expressed through his

interactions with other soldiers of different religions. These feelings challenge the dominant
military discourse and highlight the human cost of war. The emotional weight of these
experiences serves to destabilize hegemonic narratives and allows for the emergence of
alternative discourses of empathy and understanding. Ultimately, the novel demonstrates how
discourse shapes social realities and ongoing struggles for hegemony in a complex socio-political
landscape.

Keywords: Critical discourse analysis, Laclau and Mouffe, the novel "Lamyazra," border, War
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