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Objective: The eight years of Sacred Defense have resulted in creating the
most extensive literary works in the field of resistance literature in Persian
literature. In the imposed war of Iraq against Iran, the people of our country
created various and profound epic manifestations of resistance and defense,
which have been described in various artistic and literary works, including
poetry. These poems, which often have an epic aspect and approach, are
known as the poetry of Sacred Defense. In this article, symbols of the epic
aspect and concepts arising from it in the poetry of Sacred Defense by
Abdoljabbar Kakaei and Mohammad Reza Abdolmalekian are examined.
Methods: This research is based on eight poetry books by Abdoljabbar
Kakaei and six poetry books by Mohammadreza Abdolmalekian. This
research is conducted in a descriptive-analytical method and the data was
collected through documentary method and by means of a sheet-writing tool.
Results: In these poems, the main theme is the defense of the homeland
against enemy aggression and the explanation of the ideals of the martyrs.
The poems of these two poets do not fit into the literary genre of epic, but
they have some characteristics and approaches of the epic. That is, they are
close to epic in terms of content and theme.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

1. Introduction

Resistance literature is a branch of contemporary Iranian literature that is intertwined with
important events in contemporary history, including the Constitutional Revolution, the Islamic
Revolution, and the eight-year imposed war. But undoubtedly, the eight years of sacred defense
have introduced the most extensive literary works into the field of resistance literature in Persian
literature. It is obvious that in every attack to the land of a country, resistance and defense develop
against it.

The purpose of this research is to examine how the epic aspect is used in the poems of Sacred
Defense by Abdoljabar Kaka'i and Mohammad Reza Abdolmalekian. The goals of both poets in
using the epic aspect in the poetry of Sacred Defense are also examined. This research is important
in that the poems of Sacred Defense have established an important link with ancient Persian
literature and have been able to continue its noble features into the present era.

2. Methodology

The basis of this research is eight poetry books by Abdoljabar Kaka'i and six poetry books by
Mohammad Reza Abdolmalekian. This research is conducted in a descriptive-analytical manner
and the data was collected through documentary method and with the tool of writing sheets (taking
notes). There are various approaches in the classification of war poetry or war poems. The common
feature of these approaches is that they have placed poems related to the imposed war of Iraq
against Iran in the category of war poems of Sacred Defense. The first component of the epic
aspect, namely, preserving the country's independence and defending against the main enemies, is
seen in the name of the poetic movement "Sacred Defense". Based on this component and other
components of the epic aspect, including the description of the bravery and valor of the people and
heroes, the necessity of defending the homeland, and the spirit of perseverance, this article has
examined characteristics of the epic aspect in the poems of the Sacred Defense by Abdul Jabbar
Kakaei and Mohammad Reza Abdul Malekian. For this purpose, the authors have divided the
characteristics and components of the epic aspect into a general title of "conceptualization” and
two sub-titles of "idealism and warning™ and, considering this division, they have examined the
poems of the Sacred Defense by the two mentioned poets.

3. Results

Abdul-Jabbar Kakaei and Mohammad-Reza Abdul-Malikian have described the atmosphere of
the frontlines and the society in their poems about Sacred Defense, and explained the ideals of the
Sacred Defense and the path of the martyrs. In addition to the praise dimension, they have also
criticized those who have forgotten the path of the martyrs and their ideals and have become
involved in worldly affairs. This approach in their poetry has been taken with an epic tone. That is,
it does not have the characteristics and structure of the literary genre of the epic, but it has an epic
aspect in terms of its theme, concepts, and context. The connection between the epic aspect and the
themes of Sacred Defense in the poems of the two poets has both made their poems more fruitful
and increased their impact. In examining the poems of the two poets on Sacred Defense, it was
found that more than other conventional themes of Sacred Defense, both poets have dealt with the
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themes of “desire for martyrdom, emphasis on the solidarity of the people, strengthening the spirit
of resistance, fighting evil (the enemy), manifestations of the sacrifice of the people and warriors”,
and have expressed their criticism and complaints in the form of concepts of “dislike of any war in
the world, emphasis on the imposition of the eight-year war, complaint about forgetting the names
and paths of the martyrs, and attacking the followers of gold, force and deceit.”

4. Conclusion

The poems of these two poets do not fit into the literary genre of epic, but they have some
characteristics of the epic. That is, they are close to epic in terms of content and theme. These two
poets have used symbolic language to "conceptualize” the Sacred Defense in two tendencies:
"idealism and warning." Idealism has the following sub-sections: "desire for martyrdom, emphasis
on people's solidarity, strengthening the spirit of resistance, fighting against evil (the enemy), and
manifestations of the sacrifice of the people and warriors."” Warnings have the following sub-
sections: "dislike of any war in the world, emphasis on the imposition of the eight-year war,
lamentation of forgetting the path of the martyrs, and attacking the followers of gold, force, and
deceit.” In the idealism section, both poets have expressed patriotism, the ideal of the martyrs, and
the continuation of their path in an epic-symbolic language. By expressing the manifestations of
the patience and sacrifice of the people and warriors, they have strengthened the spirit of resistance
and solidarity among the people, and have described the war on the fronts of truth against falsehood
as an example of the battle against evil (the enemy). This, however, does not mean that they
promote war-mongering in their poetry. Because in the warning section, we find that by declaring
their aversion to any war in the world, they emphasize that the Sacred Defense was carried out
against the imposed war of Iraq against Iran. At the same time, they criticize the atmosphere of the
post-war years when the claimants forgot the names and paths of the martyrs and turned their backs
on the martyrs’ ideals in pursuit of worldly interests. Since both poets seem to be boasting and
seeking victory against the claimants, in the warning section we are faced with epic expressions
and tone more than idealism. In general, the epic aspect is more colorful in this section. In general,
both poets have paid less attention to form and shape and have focused more on the epic content
and tone.

Keywords: Resistance poetry, Sacred defense poetry, Abdul Jabbar Kakaei, Mohammad Reza-
Abdul Malekian.
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