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The modern era represents a transition from realistic narratives and
interpretations of the world. This transition primarily signifies a critique of
the rationality that has failed to realize its slogans and ideals. Therefore, it is
not surprising that numerous counter-narratives have emerged in opposition
to realistic narratives. In this context, literature, particularly the novel, has
served as a field for confronting the new rationality and its subsequent
outcomes, which have led to the overturning or, at the very least, the
weakening of historically established structures that were mistakenly
perceived as natural. This article explores magical realism in literature as a
tool for resistance against the onslaught of colonial Western powers,
analyzing contemporary Persian fiction from this specific perspective. The
results derived from the analysis of the most prominent texts in magical
realism indicate that these works emphasize several axes, including the
focus on indigenous cultures and local traditions as a form of cultural
resistance against the dominance of colonizers and specifically the policies
aimed at suspending local cultures in favor of a global culture; highlighting
economic inequalities as a protest against economic systems that produce
inequality and exploitative practices in a bipolar world; critiquing
materialism through the construction of magical elements in opposition to
material-centric rationality; and ultimately, negatively representing the
West in symbolic and metaphorical forms as a stand against colonial
domination.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

1. Introduction

As the term "magical realism™ suggests, this construct represents a fusion of opposites—a
paradoxical synthesis that, by juxtaposing two contradictory elements, becomes imbued with
a subversive and critical essence. It critiques the inherent contradictions that modernity, more
than anything else, has bestowed upon contemporary humanity. To achieve its aims, magical
realism blurs the boundaries between the magical and the real by inserting the supernatural
into the fabric of realism.

This radical approach, with the aforementioned characteristics, serves as a model for
suspending and destabilizing other binary oppositions formulated in the modern world—such
as man/woman, East/West, reason/madness, black/white, and margin/center—which
increasingly reproduce and perpetuate inequality and injustice. From this perspective, magical
realism functions as a counter-narrative, a form of resistance against dominant narratives that
challenge contemporary humanity. It is precisely this quality that has established it as a
beloved genre in today’s fractured world":The innovative and rebellious nature of magical
realism is the very feature that has made it a popular narrative mode among writers" (Bowers,
2015: 19, 126).The central question of this study is how magical realism in Persian literature
employs which tools to resist inequalities stemming from flawed, baseless imported
modernity.

2. Methodology

This study is fundamental (basic) in purpose and employs a qualitative approach. The
statistical population consists of novels written within the framework of magical realism in
contemporary Persian literature, with sampling conducted purposively. Specifically, works
where the elements of magical realism are more prominent have been selected. These works
include: Ahl-e Gharq (People of the Drowning), Kanizu (The Handmaid), ‘Azadaran-e Bil
(Mourners of Bayal), Tars o Larz (Fear and Trembling), Malakit (The Heavenly Kingdom),
Razha-ye Sarzamin-e Man (Secrets of My Homeland), Riizgar-e Diizakhi-ye Aqa-ye lyaz
(The Infernal Days of Mr. lyaz), Tuba va Ma‘na-ye Shab (Tuba and the Meaning of Night),
and Zanan-e Bidiin-e Mardan (Women Without Men).

3. Results
This study examines the most renowned magical realist narratives written in Iran. Through
analyzing these works, several key themes have been identified:

Emphasis on Indigenous Cultures and Local Traditions as a form of cultural resistance
against colonial domination—specifically, policies aimed at marginalizing local cultures in
favor of globalized norms.

Highlighting Economic Inequalities as a critique of exploitative economic systems that
perpetuate injustice within a polarized world order.

Critiquing Materialism through the construction of magical elements that subvert materialist
rationality.

Negative Representation of the West through symbolic and allegorical portrayals.
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By extracting these components, the relationship between magical realism in contemporary
Persian fiction and the concept of resistance literature has been substantially clarified. These
elements demonstrate that Iranian magical realism aligns closely with its theoretical-
philosophical foundations as a form of liberatory poetics. Indeed, these narratives have
successfully positioned themselves within the broader framework of literature of resistance (or

adabiyat-e paydari).

4. Conclusions
Magical realist narratives written in Iran align functionally and thematically with those

produced in other literary traditions employing this mode. These works have consistently
served as a form of resistance against colonial domination. This resistance manifests in
various dimensions:

Cultural resistance through the affirmation of indigenous traditions,

Subversion of binary oppositions between rationality and madness,

Critique of modernity's consequences and its socio-cultural ramifications,

Denunciation of economic inequalities as direct outcomes of Western modernity.
This study ultimately demonstrates that Iranian magical realism maintains an intrinsic
connection with the concepts of resistance and persistence, positioning itself as a counter-
hegemonic narrative strategy within global literary discourse.

Keywords: Magical Realism, Resistance Literature, Novel, Fiction, Modernity, Persian Novel
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