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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: Objective: Resistance literature is a domain of literary studies that has produced diverse
Research Article works across different countries and languages. In Iran and Palestine, due to their political

conditions and the persistence of wars and conflicts, particularly in recent decades, resistance
literature has witnessed remarkable growth. The profound and influential poetry of Alireza
Qazveh from Iran and Samih al-Qasim from Palestine stands as a prominent manifestation of
this trend. In the works of these two poets, examining how the boundaries between the self
(or the in-group) and the other (the adversary or enemy) are delineated is of special
significance, as it reveals the poets’ worldviews, ideological orientations, and political
strategies in defining and confronting the opposing side. This is the central aim of the present
study.

Methods: Employing a comparative analytical method and grounded in the discourse analysis
framework proposed by Laclau and Mouffe, this study sought to answer the question of how
the concepts of “self” and “other” are represented in the poems of selected poets.

Results: The findings indicated that each poet, drawing upon his intellectual framework,
linguistic repertoire, and ideological perspective, constructs the boundaries between self and
other through five major components, including the central signifier, foregrounding,
marginalization, empty signifier, and mythmaking, each encompassing further subcategories.
Conclusion: The study concluded that although both poets employ relatively similar
discursive mechanisms in demarcating self and other, Qazveh’s discourse tends to move
toward protest, whereas al-Qasim’s leans toward mythic expression. Consequently, their

works display both convergences and divergences in thought and language.
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1. Introduction

According to the definitions provided in the field of literature, from the perspective of this study,
resistance literature refers to a body of literary works that engages in awakening social
consciousness and seeking justice, or in explaining and describing uprising and resistance against
oppression and deceit. Such resistance inherently demands sacrifice and self-devotion, the
renunciation of many of the comforts and possessions that humans naturally pursue in life, such as
peace, security, prosperity, wealth, and, above all, life itself. Among the prominent poets of
resistance in Iran and Palestine are Alireza Qazveh and Samih al-Qasim. This study, aiming to
analyze how the poets delineate the boundaries between the self (the in-group) and the other (the
opposing side), sought to address the following questions:

1. How are the notions of “self” and “other” represented in the poems of the selected poets?

2. By which components and indicators are the “self” and “other” constructed and differentiated in
their poetry, and what meanings and implications emerge around these constructs?

Previous research has been conducted in the field of resistance literature, including comparative
studies of the poems of Qazveh and Darwish. However, the present study distinguished itself by
examining the works of Qazveh and al-Qasim through the lens of Laclau and Mouffe’s discourse
theory.

2. Method
The present study employed a comparative-analytical approach, utilizing the discourse theory of

Laclau and Moulffe as its theoretical framework to examine the poetry of Alireza Qazveh and Samih

al-Qasim.

3. Discussion

Discourse analysis

Discourse analysis, in its technical sense, refers to a set of impartial methodological tools for
analyzing conversations, writings, interviews, debates, and similar forms of communication. There
exist diverse approaches within discourse analysis, among which structuralist/poststructuralist and
critical perspectives are the most prominent.

The discourse theory of Laclau and Mouffe primarily derives from their seminal work, Hegemony
and Socialist Strategy (1985). Their approach, situated within the post-structuralist framework, is
both descriptive and analytical, incorporating concepts such as power, politics, and ideology into its
analytical process. This integration enhances the theory’s capacity to critique and expand upon its
own interpretive framework.

Analysis of discursive methods of demarcating self and other

Each of Alireza Qazveh’s selected works, situated within the domain of resistance literature,
constitutes, in its own way, an effort to defend the homeland and revolutionary ideals. The poet
envisions himself as a combatant who, under any circumstance, does not cease his struggle against
the other.
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Samih Al-Qasim’s Dammi Ala Kaffi (My Blood on My Palm), as a work belonging to the same
tradition of resistance literature, explores and reinforces the identity of the self (the Palestinian
identity) in contrast to the other, delineating the boundary between them.

In general, the selected works in this study can be analyzed through the following methods and
concepts:

Central Signifier (Nodal Point)

A signifier refers to a person or concept that, within a specific discursive framework, acquires a
particular meaning. For the purpose of a more nuanced analysis, the central signifier in this study was
divided into two categories: variable and fixed signifiers.

Variable signifier

In Qazveh’s poetry, this signifier evolves from the struggle against deviation to the continuation
of resistance (a call to persist in the struggle). In al-Qasim’s poetry, it develops from awakening and
awareness to a call for grand unity.
Fixed central signifier
A close examination of Qazveh’s poetry revealed that the fixed central signifier is martyrdom. In
Dammi Ala Kaffi, the fixed signifier is the homeland, specifically the liberation of the homeland.
Foregrounding
Foregrounding is achieved through two primary methods: deviation from norms (norm-breaking)
and rule intensification.
Deviation from Norms (Norm-breaking or Defamiliarization)
In Qazveh’s poetry, this method appears through several strategies: the use of non-Iranian
vocabulary, dialectical expressions, proper names, word formations, compound structures, similes,
and metaphors.
In Dammi Ala Kaffi, norm-breaking is realized through the use of names of animals and plants,
Western terms and expressions, unconventional combinations and phrases, rhetorical figures, and
mythological-historical allusions (archaicism).
Rule Intensification
Both Qazveh and al-Qasim employ repetition and alliteration as primary techniques for reinforcing
linguistic patterns.
Marginalization
Allusion and the use of explicit expressions in depicting atrocities are among the techniques of
marginalization (peripheralization) in the poetry of both Qazveh and al-Qasim.
Empty Signifier
In Qazveh’s works, the empty signifier is represented in two main directions: the life and governance
of Imam Ali, the Commander of the Faithful (AS), and the era of reappearance.
Mythmaking
Qazveh’s mythopoetic discourse centers around two groups: martyrs and the oppressed classes.
In al-Qasim’s poetry, mythmaking manifests in relation to several key figures: the mythic Osiris,
prominent combatants and martyrs of the resistance movement, and prophets of divine tradition.
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4. Conclusion

Based on the discussion presented in this study, it can be concluded that each poet of resistance,
according to his worldview and perception of confrontation with the opposing side, employs
distinctive discursive strategies to demarcate the boundary between self and other. In the resistance
poetry of Alireza Qazveh from Iran and Samih Al-Qasim from Palestine, this struggle and
boundary-making occur through specific linguistic and literary methods, which can be analyzed
under the main categories proposed in Laclau and Mouffe’s discourse theory: central signifier,
foregrounding, marginalization, empty signifier, and mythmaking, each of which can be further
subdivided into other categories. In Qazveh’s poetry, the fixed central signifier revolves around
martyrdom, while in al-Qasim’s poetry, it centers on the homeland. In terms of foregrounding,
Qazveh employs norm-breaking through the use of non-Iranian or dialectical vocabulary, whereas
al-Qasim tends toward archaism and the incorporation of Western terms and names of animals and
plants. In the mythmaking component, Qazveh elevates the figures of martyrs and the oppressed,
while al-Qasim highlights eminent fighters and prophets. Overall, Qazveh’s discourse gravitates
toward a language of protest, whereas al-Qasim’s discourse adopts a mythic mode of expression in
defining the self and the other. From this perspective, both poets exhibit notable similarities and
differences in their ideological orientation and linguistic representation.
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