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Ashura has been and remains one of the fundamental sources of inspiration for Iranian poets.
Throughout different historical periods and in correspondence with the contingent events of
each era, poets have maintained a distinctive perspective on the articulation of this seminal
event. Among the most significant characteristics of the perpetuation and sustenance of the
Ashura uprising within popular consciousness is its resonance and textual representation in
the poetry of Ashura-oriented poets. These poets, through their strategic polemical
engagement, have not only celebrated the virtues of Imam Hussain (AS) and his faithful
companions but have also articulated the victimization and legitimacy of the uprising, adopted
alternative perspectives on femininity and exemplarity derived from this historical event, and
directed their satirical invective against its antagonists. While each poet engages in a general
descriptive articulation of this event, each pursues a distinct ideological objective. Therefore,
this study analyzed the representation of the Ashura uprising across the poetic oeuvres of four
prominent Ashura-oriented poets from the Safavid, Qajar, and contemporary periods. This
study employed a descriptive-analytical method grounded in library-based inquiry.
Mohtasham, Oman, and Beyza primarily focused on articulating the oppression perpetrated
against Imam Hussain (AS) and his family; however, Shahriar, while incorporating such
allusions, simultaneously mobilizes his audience toward emulation and exemplary adoption
of the Ashura narrative. Oman derives a mystical signification from this event, conceiving of
Imam Hussain (AS) as the sole respondent to the divine call to consume the Cup of Primordial
Covenant (Jam-i Alast). Beyza, while depicting scenes of battle, demonstrates particular
attention to the persona and functional agency of Lady Zaynab (AS), incorporating elements
of Iranian cultural symbolism, such as hair-loosening, hair-tearing, the symbolic wedding of

Qasem, and related tropes.
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1. Introduction

Among the prominent Ashura-oriented poets of the Safavid, Qajar, and contemporary periods, one
may identify Mohtasham Kashani, Oman Samani, Beyza Junaqani, and Shahriar. Mohtasham
Kashani was a renowned elegist of the Safavid era. His best-known work is a composition of twelve
stanzas (Tarkib-band) lamenting the martyrs of Karbala. The main theme of his poetry is the heroic
martyrdom of Imam Hussain (AS) in the pursuit of truth and righteousness.

Oman Samani was a prominent poet of the Naseri period whose Divan, entitled Ganjineh al-

Asrar (The Treasury of Secrets), was devoted to the panegyric celebration of the Karbala event
from a mystical perspective. Mirza Mohammad Qasem Beyza Junaqani, a renowned poet and
contemporary of Oman Samani, composed a ten-stanza tarkib-band on the Ashura event,
emphasizing the articulation of victimization, with particular attention devoted to the persona and
agency of Lady Zaynab (AS). Shahriar’s poetry is characterized by a profound familiarity with
Iranian-Islamic culture, abundant with Iranian-Islamic elements and themes. Examples of such
works include the poems “The Uprising of Muhammad” and “The Caravan of Karbala”, among
others.
In conjunction with the advice of the Shi’a Imams and scholars regarding the perpetuation of the
message and ethical lessons of Ashura, and in accordance with the distinctive Iranian character and
ethos throughout history, these poets have devoted considerable attention to this subject matter. In
their endeavor to preserve and transmit the Ashura message, they have composed verses dedicated
to this seminal event. Furthermore, attention to the themes of divine worship, wisdom, justice, the
transcendent dimensions of humanity, the call to awakening, the renunciation of oppression and
struggle against oppressors, and the importance of patience constitutes one of the most essential
ethical foundations in the discourse of Persian-language poets. These poets strive to contribute
significantly to the elevation and cultivation of the human spirit through their engagement with
such thematic concerns. The verses of the selected poets within this study emphasize these
aforementioned concerns extensively. Moreover, their poems articulate the heroism and self-
sacrifice of Imam Hussein (AS), as well as the steadfastness and resilience of Lady Zaynab (AS)
following this historical event.

Considering the enduring influence of the Ashura uprising throughout history and the emulation
of this movement by revolutionaries in the contemporary period, scholarly research into Ashura-
oriented poetry during each literary epoch is undoubtedly necessitated. The verses of the selected
poets in this study fundamentally embody devotion to the Ashura uprising and religious rituals
associated with it. Thus, this study not only describes the expressions of Ashura motifs but also,
within the framework of resistance literature, investigates how the Ashura uprising has been
reconstructed and represented in the poems of Mohtasham Kashani, Oman Samani, Beyza
Junaqani, and Shahriar. It further analyzes the degree to which these poets have been influenced
by the Ashura uprising.

2. Method
The present fundamental study was conducted using library-based research and a descriptive-

analytical methodology.
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3- Disscusion

Oman Samani, a prominent poet of the Naser al-Din Shah period, wrote his Divan under the title
Ganjineh al-Asrar ("The Treasure of Secrets"), wherein he extols the tragedy of Karbala in a
mystical and spiritual perspective. Mirza Mohammad Qasem Beyza Junagani, a contemporary of
Oman Samani, is yet another prominent poet of the same era. He wrote a ten-stanza tarkib-band on
the Ashura incident, with special attention to the grief and sufferings undergone, particularly
highlighting the personality and fortitude of Lady Zaynab (peace be upon her).

Shahriar's poetry is characterized by a profound familiarity with Iranian-Islamic culture, which is
brought to life in his work. His poetry is filled with Iranian-Islamic themes and imagery. Examples
of such poems include The Uprising of Muhammad and The Caravan of Karbala.

In keeping with the advice of the Imams and Shi'a scholars to uphold the message and ethical
lessons of Ashura, and due to the long Iranian cultural inclination towards reverence, poetry has
been an essential vehicle for conveying the legacy of Ashura. Iranian poets have been committed
to this endeavor by writing poetry that keeps this historical event alive in public memory.
Devotion to God, rationality, justice, the promotion of human dignity, calling for awakening and
rising against tyranny, and the importance of patience are some of the fundamental ethical values
promoted in Persian poetry. By promoting such ideals, poets have sought to make a constructive
contribution to the moral and spiritual growth of individuals and society. The poems examined in
this study have firmly promoted such values, especially through accounts of Imam Hussain's
sacrifice and heroism, as well as Lady Zaynab's strength and steadfastness in the face of the tragedy.
Considering the perpetual influence of the Ashura uprising in the course of history and how
contemporary revolutionaries have been inspired by it, there is certainly a constant necessity for
academic research on Ashura poetry in all literary eras. The poetry of the chosen poets in this study
reflected an unwavering commitment to the Ashura movement and religious rituals associated with
it. Thus, this study not only explained the expressions of Ashura motifs but also, within the
framework of resistance literature, investigated how the Ashura movement has been reconstructed
and re-produced in the poems of Mohtasham Kashani, Oman Samani, Beyda Jonaghani, and
Shahriar. In addition, the study analyzed to what extent the poets were influenced by the Ashura
uprising.

3. Conclusion

The Ashura uprising has long commanded the attention of Iranian poets, and the examination of
its multifaceted dimensions has given rise to the formation of Ashura-oriented literature. The poets
of the Iranian cultural sphere have consistently, throughout history, admired this uprising as it was
pursued in the name of justice-seeking, the glorification of freedom and liberation, and the struggle
against oppression and oppressors. Imam Hussain (AS) has always been admired as a symbol of
freedom, and this very consideration has precipitated the flourishing of mourning rituals in Iranian
culture. Such attention has inspired Ashura poets to present him as an exemplar of the “Perfect
Human being”; for he constitutes a model worthy of emulation and a criterion for countless
individuals seeking the righteous path of dignified living and the avoidance of degradation.

The influence of the Ashura uprising upon the poems of Mohtasham Kashani, Oman Samani,
Beyza Junaqani, and Shahriar, while introducing it to the world, constitutes one of the most
fundamental reasons for the enduring permanence of these poets’ works. Imam Hussein (AS)
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pursued martyrdom in the cause of freedom, honor, righteousness, and justice—in other words, his
ultimate objective—and consequently, his grand ideal has remained eternal, serving as an
inspiration to advocates of freedom and justice-seekers.

Through the influence exerted upon the selected poets by the Ashura uprising and the life of the
Prophet’s Household (44! al-Bayt), the most significant Ashura manifestations in their poems
encompass: the depiction of the Karbala event, attention to the persona of Imam Hussein (AS) and
his companions, the glorification of the Immaculate Imams (AS), Jihad in the path of God, the
praise of martyrs, and the emulation of the Ashura uprising. These manifestations appear
predominantly descriptive in the verses of Mohtasham, Oman, and Beyza, whereas in Shahriar’s
poetry, in light of contemporary global events and the triumph of the Islamic Revolution, they have
served as inspiration for combatants and revolutionaries, though the Ashura uprising has
perpetually attracted the attention of those engaged in struggle against oppression and seekers of
liberation. In the poems of Oman Samani and similarly in those of Beyza Junaqani, while
articulating the victimization of Imam Hussein (AS) and his family, less attention has been devoted
to the manhood, motivation, purpose, valor, and justice-seeking of Imam Hussein (AS). By
contrast, this thematic dimension receives considerably greater expression in the Ashura-oriented
poetry of Shahriar.
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