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Analyzing the will of each martyr may provide one of the best windows into the discourse,
perspective, and worldview of the martyr concerning internal realities and the external world.
Unfortunately, at times, martyrs have been discussed in a manner that portrays them as
supernatural and unattainable figures. Therefore, employing a rigorous scientific theoretical
framework for discourse analysis to study the written genre of martyrs’ wills, one that can
bring us closer to understanding their genuine discourse and real-world outlook, becomes
necessary. Accordingly, based on Halliday and Matthiessen’s (2014) Systemic Functional
Linguistics model, the present study aimed to examine the types of process realizations in the
wills of martyrs from Rafsanjan, Iran, through the lens of the ideational metafunction. The
corpus of the study consisted of 200 wills, purposively sampled from a statistical population
of 379 martyr wills from Rafsanjan. After analyzing the six types of processes within the
corpus, a total of 11,707 clauses were identified. Of these, material processes were found in
4,673 clauses, relational processes in 2,958 clauses, mental processes in 2,469 clauses, verbal
processes in 985 clauses, behavioral processes in 510 clauses, and existential processes in 112
clauses, respectively. In other words, the three primary processes, i.e., material, relational,
and mental, were the most frequently employed. In comparison, the three secondary
processes—yverbal, behavioral, and existential—were less frequently utilized. These findings
indicate that the martyrs, in representing their lived experiences, predominantly employed
material processes to convey their most crucial messages and key recommendations in a
tangible and affective manner. To depict their possessions and deprivations, personal
transformations, and trajectories of life, they primarily drew upon relational processes. Mental
processes, on the other hand, were mainly utilized to express remorse and a sense of
shortcoming rather than to articulate faith-based emotions. Such a linguistic orientation,
through the predominant use of major process types, has shaped the discourse of martyr wills
into a form of expression that is intimate, unpretentious, and closely aligned with the texture
of everyday language.
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1. Introduction

The Sacred Defense period has given rise to unique literary genres, among which martyrs’ wills
hold special significance (Sangari, 2017). Despite their importance, martyrs’ wills have received
limited discourse analysis within resistance literature. Each will offers a valuable window into the
martyr’s worldview, inner experiences, and perceptions of reality. However, martyrs are sometimes
portrayed as unattainable, almost supernatural figures—a concern even emphasized by Iran’s
Supreme Leader (January 2023) regarding narratives about General Soleimani. Therefore, a
systematic discourse analysis approach is crucial for uncovering the authentic voices and lived
realities reflected in martyrs’ wills.

Discourse analysis, as Paltridge (2012) notes, examines not only language patterns but also the
social and cultural contexts shaping them. Among the systematic models, Halliday and
Matthiessen’s (2014) Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) emphasizes three metafunctions:
ideational, interpersonal, and textual. The ideational metafunction, expressed through six process
types (material, mental, relational, behavioral, verbal, and existential), captures how individuals
linguistically represent their experiences. Analyzing martyrs’ wills through this lens reveals how
martyrs constructed and conveyed their understanding of the world. Accordingly, this study
examines the wills of martyrs from Rafsanjan using the ideational metafunction framework within
SFL to contribute to the broader field of resistance literature.

2. Method

This study employed a descriptive-analytical method within Halliday and Matthiessen’s (2014)
Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) framework to analyze the wills of martyrs from Rafsanjan.
The corpus consisted of 200 wills, purposively selected from a total of 379 documented wills, based
on calculations using both Morgan’s table and Cochran’s formula. To ensure broader
representativeness, wills from martyrs of different ages and from various military operations were
included. Each will was manually segmented into clauses and meticulously analyzed multiple times
to identify the six process types (material, mental, relational, verbal, behavioral, and existential)
from the perspective of the ideational metafunction. The frequency and percentage of each process
were then calculated and illustrated through distribution charts to support data interpretation and
address the research questions.

3. Disscusion

The findings indicated that, from an ideational perspective, all six process types were employed
in the corpus of martyrdom wills. Among 11,707 analyzed clauses, material processes dominated
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with 39.91% (4,673 clauses), followed by relational processes at 25.26% (2,958 clauses), and
mental processes at 21.08% (2,469 clauses). Verbal (8.41%), behavioral (4.35%), and existential

processes (0.95%) appeared less frequently. This distribution reflects a core linguistic tendency:
primary processes (material, relational, mental) occurred more frequently because they are central
to human experience representation, whereas secondary processes served as transitional types.

Martyrs, like ordinary individuals, relied mainly on primary processes to articulate both external
and internal experiences. The genre-specific nature of wills, conveying vital final messages to
inspire and move audiences, necessitated tangible, vivid expression. Given that material processes
are the most accessible means for conscious experience representation (Halliday & Matthiessen,
2014: 216), their high frequency in these texts is unsurprising. Research (e.g., Azizkhani et al.,
2017; Sadeghi, 2019) also links a higher rate of material processes to greater transitivity and
objectivity, thus enhancing persuasive power and textual clarity (Tamimdari et al., 2018; Nabifar,
2013).

Furthermore, material processes intensify agency by associating actions more strongly with the
actor, whether in active or passive constructions (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014: 224-225). In
martyrs’ wills, this agency reinforces calls to action: urging others to join the frontlines,
emphasizing loyalty to religious leadership, advocating modesty and prayer, and encouraging
patience and resilience. Although a few instances, such as mourning recommendations, align more
closely with behavioral processes, the overarching reliance on material processes underscores the
centrality of action and duty. It should be noted, however, that material clauses do not always depict
physical acts; they often express abstract actions, such as maintaining unity or adhering to faith —
all critical themes in the wills.

Relational processes, accounting for 25.26% of clauses, were the second most common. These
processes, involving states of being and possession (e.g., "being," "having," "seeming"), facilitate
the depiction of the martyrs’ current spiritual or existential conditions compared to their past lives,
as well as aspirational futures. They thus serve to bridge temporalities, connecting past, present,
and future through linguistic representation (Montgomery, 2019: 133).

Finally, mental processes were used primarily for expressing internal states, including remorse,
faith, trust, hope, and fear. While emotional expression is present, the relatively lower frequency
of mental processes compared to material and relational types suggests that martyrs’ discourse was
emotionally sincere yet restrained, avoiding excessive sentimentality. Instead, emotional
experiences mainly revolved around seeking forgiveness, maintaining faith, and affirming spiritual
commitments, blending seamlessly with the text’s overall action-oriented and relational nature.

Thus, the martyrs’ linguistic choices, shaped by genre, purpose, and cognitive tendencies,
resulted in a discourse deeply rooted in realism, agency, and spiritual conviction, closely mirroring
the language of everyday individuals rather than idealized, overly emotional narratives.
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4. Conclusions

This study, grounded in Halliday and Matthiessen’s (2014) Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL),
analyzed the verbal processes in the wills of martyrs from Rafsanjan through the ideational
metafunction lens. The corpus consisted of 200 wills selected purposively from a total of 379
documents. Findings addressing the first research question revealed that all six types of processes
were employed, reflecting the martyrs’ emotional states, varying conditions, and their efforts to
recommend or discourage particular behaviors.

Regarding the second question on process frequency, among the 11,707 clauses in the corpus,
material processes were most frequent (4,673 clauses, 39.91%), followed by relational (2,958
clauses, 25.26%), and mental processes (2,469 clauses, 21.08%). Verbal, behavioral, and
existential processes ranked much lower. This dominance of material processes highlights the
martyrs’ intention to convey their crucial messages tangibly to influence their audience. Relational
processes often narrated personal states and transitions leading to martyrdom aspirations, while
mental processes mostly expressed regret and pleas for forgiveness, rather than spiritual reflections.
The relative scarcity of mental processes compared to material and relational ones suggests that
martyrs, despite profound spirituality, chose to maintain an accessible, modest tone similar to
ordinary discourse.

Moreover, the lower frequency of verbal, behavioral, and existential processes reflects their
intermediary cognitive nature, as speakers typically prefer main processes to depict experiences
clearly. Nevertheless, verbal processes occasionally introduced a dialogic tone to engage listeners,
behavioral processes emphasized key lifestyle models, and existential processes underscored
significant religious declarations.
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