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failures and triumphs, and successes and setbacks are all reflected within them, with songs
representing the most artistic forms of folk literature. One of the most prominent and recurring
themes in these songs is the reflection of a spirit of bravery and resistance. This study,
employing direct source research and library-based investigation, aimed to examine and
evaluate how the components of resistance are reflected in the folk literature of Kerman
Province, focusing specifically on the songs of Sirjan. The findings revealed that descriptions
and praises of local heroes, glorification of the spirit of bravery, opposition to oppression and
hatred of foreign domination, revenge-seeking, and even pride in and attachment to firearms
are among the key manifestations of resistance in these songs. Furthermore, such components

are not limited to songs but can also be found in lullabies.
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1. Introduction
The diverse and varied creations of folk literature are truthful, unembellished, and at the same time

artistic accounts of life, which—due to their abundant honesty and fluid sincerity—narrate life
events in a sweet and delightful manner. Joys and sorrows, defeats and victories, successes and
failures are reflected in them with credibility and without pretense, making them appealing to
human nature. They thus take root in receptive hearts and are preserved and transmitted orally from
generation to generation. Songs, though diverse in form and often lacking rigid structure, are broad
and varied in content. While they may address the simplest matters of daily life, they can also
extend to the boundaries of philosophy and fundamental human questions. Among these thematic
domains and components, one of the most prominent is the set of concepts connected to resilience
and resistance. The praise for bravery and heroism, the honoring and commemoration of local
heroes, vivid and passionate depictions of firearms, and poignant elegies for those fallen in the
unequal battles of champions find expression in folk songs.

2. Method
This study was conducted employing direct source research and library-based investigation.

Guided by the components of resistance—particularly as outlined in the study “A Suggestion for
Categorizing Groups and Components of Resistance Literature” published in the Journal of
Resistance Literature of Kerman (Kafi, 2021)—we examined the Songs of Sirjan to identify the
reflections of resistance. Unexpectedly, we found substantial and noteworthy examples. The
foundation and the primary source of the study was the book entitled Songs of Sirjan (Mo’ayyed
Mohseni, 2019). In-text citations were limited to including the page number only (e.g., p. 11).

3. Discussion
3.1 Description of Heroes

In connection with the components of resistance literature, parallel terms such as “honoring
heroes” and “praising revolutionaries” usually appear (Kafi, 2014, p. 295). In folk literature—
and specifically in the corpus studied here—this component holds a special place.

Hossein Khan Bochaghchi, known as Shuja’ Sultan, was the last chief of the Bochaghchi tribe.
In the modern history of Sirjan, he gained fame for actions such as fighting British forces during
World War I and leading uprisings against the ruling government. Songs were composed in his
praise:
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Shuja’ Sultan, your bravery shines forth
No youth like you can be found
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To whom can I say that your stature is silver-wrought?
Unless the Lord Himself remakes it anew!

(p- 52)

Morad Ali Morad — Morad-e Andish, son of Ali Morad of the Bochaghchi tribe, was one of the
most famous outlaws of Kerman. The story of his abduction of the daughter of Mohammad Khan
Nowki (Sanobar) is still told among the people:
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At Morad’s house, the golden lock is fastened
His going to Kerman is God’s own work
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Convey my greetings to Shuja’pur
Let him roam, for his time it must be

(p. 245)

Jahangir Khan Pour Reza Qoli was the half-brother of Morad Ali Morad and a famed outlaw of
the Bochaghchi tribe. Jahangir was handsome, rebellious, and an expert marksman whose shots
never missed:

Alaioe U8 0 frn f a4

The Brno rifle, its cartridge belt so fine
Its flash shows from a hundred leagues away

Ol (o silaJa sdae cugd
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He cries out: fasten the flanks!

Fire, Jahangir, for the target is near at hand
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(p. 211)
3.2 Admiration for the Spirit and Conduct of Bravery

Praising acts of bravery and urging to fight is considered one of the most important components
of resistance. This has also been described as one of the functions of rajaz (boastful war poetry)
(Kafi, 2004, p. 274).
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I admire the thunderous roar of your gun

I admire your bullets, arrows, and cartridges
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The way you take aim
What man would dare come against you?

(p. 168)
3.3 Caressing and Cherishing the Rifle

Another manifestation of resistance in folk literature, especially in nomadic communities, is the
affectionate bond with the rifle.

Sile 5 e Jy (5 B4
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Bless my wandering, tipsy love
Let me take your hair to make my rifle’s strap

s Koy 2l 3 ge g san
A (3l ) adi
With that long, henna-colored hair-tie

To bind it beneath my rifle’s stock
(p. 165)

3.4 Consoling in Mourning and Sharing Grief
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Struggles inevitably bring death and loss, and one way to find solace in grief has been to lament
through poetry—particularly in the do-beyti (quatrain) form, which is well-suited to expressing
SOITOW.
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Bless your two gleaning hands
Bless your pleasant voice

b Ay o ga) A iyl 4g

Don’t recite the shame-song in the people’s desert
Your rite, your faith, your religion

(p. 160)

Beyond incitement and encouragement, such lament-singing serves another purpose—oftering
condolence for losses, thereby easing the pain of struggle and bolstering resistance.

alie 5 Ol e S8 (555

The night is dark, and the grove is in darkness
Heaven’s scales are balanced and weighed

BENCLPRUSWSPYS P
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I bow to you, Mullah Falaknaz

Your hair flows loose, trailing behind your head

(p. 313) — This quatrain mourns Falaknaz, son of Mohammad Khan Nowki.

3.5 Opposition to Oppression and Hatred of Foreign Domination
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One of the central components of resistance literature is opposition to tyranny and hatred of foreign
domination—a theme frequently noted in research on this literary genre (see Kafi, 2014, p. 276).
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News has come: Saeedabad is in spring
The land has become a field of tulips and grass
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News has come that the governor has decreed
That whoever oppressed has been removed from office!

(p. 230)

Dislike for foreign presence in the homeland can be a deeply ingrained sentiment. In Sirjan songs—
due to geographical proximity to Bandar Abbas and the presence of Portuguese and British forces
in that warm coastal area—there is occasional expression of dissatisfaction with such occupation:
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The foreigner has come and taken the port
First, a ship, then an anchor has he taken

O gy ubaeold 4 e 3l 23l
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Convey my greetings to Shah Abbas
The infidel has taken the Prophet’s faith!

(p. 336)

3.6 Revenge and Retribution

The assault of government troops on rebel groups—who had few resources—often resulted in the
rebels’ defeat and death. In turn, the rebels would set ambushes, launch surprise attacks, and catch
government forces off guard:
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Come, mother, avenge my blood
I’ve been shot, and my life is burning away

p e sl ea a4l
poa yela O 4S am 5 Gy 3
A bullet struck where my dear one lay

I fear I may never rise from my place

(p. 194)

3.8 Other Manifestations

— Enemy in lullabies:

Osie )bl Y Y Y Y
O sl A3 el s

La la la la, the pomegranate orchard
The enemy’s head to the graveyard

(p. 437)

— Bravery in lullabies:

isaes 5 Y YYY
st be sl

Lalala la, you are a guest

You will not stay for us

P Sa S e
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Mother’s little darling
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Tomorrow you become the man of the field

(p. 446)

— Prison song:

PR AdpA 4y JS 5 5 (e
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You and I were two pigeons in one home
You and I were water from the same river

s G52 43 O Ade
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They took me to a dark prison
They gave you to a beggar man

(p. 373)

— Arming:

O\AO&M@)\A&J@JJ&&UJJ
Ol 5 il 25 e SIS

Hossein Khan has two tiger-whales
Riding hard, they go to Baft and Bazenjan

Ok $h 0 N e SIS
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Riding hard, they go to bring back Brno rifles
May God grant they bring back no shame

(p. 52)
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4. Conclusions
This study demonstrated that one of the most significant underlying themes in folk literature is

the presence of components and manifestations of resistance. Life itself is filled with efforts and
struggles that give meaning and identity to human existence. Among these, perseverance in pursuit
of goals and ideals is regarded as one of the foremost social concerns of the people. When an
individual takes a courageous action or makes a sacrifice on this path, they become the object of
attention and praise. In this way, folk literature finds the ground for creation and poetic expression.
Moreover, song may well be considered the twin of humankind, for it has always been the
interpreter of the people’s inner conscience—in moments of joy and fulfillment, as well as in times
of disappointment and defeat; in mourning for heroes, and in longing for unfulfilled desires and
aspirations. The songs examined in this study bore traces of all such human sentiments, offering
sincere, truthful, and unadorned examples of folk literature. The depiction of local heroes, the
praise of fearlessness and bravery, the caressing and glorification of the rifle, the hatred of foreign
domination, and the revolt against oppression and injustice emerged as the principal components
of resistance in Sirjan songs.
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