B

Shahid Bahonar
University of Kerman

Journal of Resistance Literature

Sclentific Association of Persian
Language and Literature

Print ISSN: 2008 - 6881  Online ISSN: 2821 - 1022

An Analysis of the Personality Dimensions of the Palestinian Female Fighter in

the Novel “Rihlat al-Qahr”

(Based on Greimas’s Actantial Theory)

Mehran Gholamalizadeh'™®

1.Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran.

Email:mehrangholamali@cfu.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:

Research Article

Article history:

Received 16 October 2024

Received in revised form 21
August 2025

Accepted 21 August 2025

Published online 30 August
2025

Keywords:

Raghida Muhammad al-Masri,

Rihlat al-Qahr,
Greimas’s Actantial Theory,
Character,

Palestine

The question of Palestine has consistently stood as one of the central issues in the field of
resistance literature, prompting extensive activities and engagement. Raghida Muhammad al-
Masrd, a Lebanese writer, is among the authors who have contributed to this body of work
through the novel Rihlat al-Qahr (Journey of Coersion). In this novel, the author structures
the narrative around depicting the life of Qahira, the novel’s protagonist, with the aim of
presenting the multifaceted personality dimensions of the Palestinian woman. Drawing on
Greimas’s actantial theory, the present study sought to explore the dimensions and functional
roles of Qahira as an archetype of the Palestinian resistance woman, a multidimensional
character who has succeeded in her personal, social, and political life. Through a precise
arrangement of events and narrative units, the author portrays the developmental and
perfectional trajectory of this character. The research method was comparative and data-
driven, proceeding through correlating and analyzing the collected data based on Greimas’s
theoretical framework. The author of the novel does not concern herself with narrative
techniques; rather, she adopts a meaning-centered approach to elucidating the multiple
dimensions of this character. Qahira serves, on the one hand, as a model of the Palestinian
woman engaged in struggle, an active actant bearing various roles and responsibilities, and
on the other hand, as a symbolic embodiment of Palestine itself. The liberation of Qahira
signifies the liberation of Palestine and the reunification of her children with her, which, from
the perspective of Greimas’s theory, represents the “object of value” or the aspirational goal.
One of Qahira’s defining attributes on her path of resistance is her firm, sincere faith in the
righteousness and truth of the course she has chosen. It is this conviction, her faith and reliance
upon God, that renders the manifold hardships of struggle bearable. According to Greimas’s
actantial theory, this constitutes the “object of value,” which, within Qahira’s character as a
helper actant and subject actant, is fully realized.
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1- Introduction

A brief overview of political and cultural events throughout history reveals the significant impact
of women’s roles across multiple domains. Women have played pivotal, whether positive or
negative, roles in revolutions and liberation movements. In Islamic uprisings and movements as
well, the essential role of women is undeniable, and the historical accounts of the Holy Qur’an also
attest to the presence of noble and free-spirited women who have continually shaped history and
laid the foundations of schools of resistance. In the contemporary era, too, their comprehensive
participation in Islamic movements is evident.

Modern literature has likewise not overlooked the distinguished status of the free Palestinian
woman, and numerous works have been produced in which the central role and narrative focus
revolve around women engaged in resistance. As a branch of committed literature, resistance
literature assumes the responsibility of disseminating the culture of jihad and steadfastness across
various spheres of life in pursuit of its ideals and values. Within this sphere, women, as influential
and meaning-oriented agents, sometimes serve as creators of resistance literature and, at other
times, by virtue of their exemplarity, become the unifying axis of such works. Among these is the
novel Rihlat al-Qahr by the renowned Lebanese writer Raghida Muhammad al-Masr.

2- Method

In the field of narratology, various theories have been proposed, one of the most prominent being
Algirdas Greimas’s Actantial Theory, which has consistently attracted the attention of critics and
scholars. In his theory, Greimas operated through concepts such as actants, actions, states, and
semantic relations. He categorized the narrative elements into three overarching groups based on
the types of relations they maintain with the narrative subject: (1) Relations of desire and aspiration,
(2) Relations of inter-character connection, and (3) Support or obstruction.

This study aimed to analyze the personality dimensions of the Palestinian female fighter Qahira
based on Greimas’s Actantial Theory and to examine the manifestation of these elements in the
novel Rihlat al-Qahr.

3- Discussion

The components of Greimas’s actantial theory are clearly observable in the characters of Riklat al-
Qahr. Within the narrative, we encounter subject actants, helper actants, opponent actants, and the
object of value (goal or aspiration).

The character of Nasir’s mother appears in this part of the novel as a helper actant, striving through
her supportive behavior to assist her son, Nasir, who occupies the position of the active subject
actant, in attaining his aspiration and ultimate goal.

Qahira, as a mother acting in the absence of her husband and while raising four children, manages
the household and thus indirectly accompanies and reinforces her husband Ndasir in his struggle for
freedom and justice. In this context, Qahira is also manifested as a helper actant.

Another complementary character is Sandy, Qahira’s eldest child. Here, too, we witness yet
another helpful actant. Sandy is abruptly and involuntarily thrust into a role that compels her to set
aside her youth, relinquish her childhood dreams, and, with remarkable maturity and a clear sense
of purpose, take significant steps toward realizing the goal and aspiration of her parents, which is,
in reality, the aspiration of all sincere Palestinian freedom fighters.
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4- Conclusion

From Qahira’s perspective, the central object of value, her supreme aspiration, is the liberation of
Palestine. Even when she is imprisoned and anxious about her children, from whom she has been
separated, her ultimate goal remains the struggle for her homeland’s freedom. In other words, the
protagonist perceives the well-being of her children as contingent upon the fulfillment of her
aspiration, namely, the liberation of Palestine.

Having herself been shaped by a school of struggle and steadfastness, Qahira continually strives
to keep this ethos alive throughout her life. By clarifying the dichotomy of truth and falsehood for
her children, she seeks to prepare the next generation of resistance fighters. Her children’s resilient
spirit, their precise and informed insight, and their conviction in the righteousness of the path their
parents have taken all attest to Qahira’s success in this role.

Qahira stands as an exemplar of Palestinian resistance women and, in a deeper and broader sense,
as a symbol of oppressed Palestine itself. The mother separated from her children by Zionist
tyranny mirrors the fate of Palestine, whose people have been displaced by occupation.
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