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Objective: Nafthat al-Masdur, authored by Shahab al-Din Mohammad Khurandzi Zaydari
al-Nasavi during the early years of the Mongol invasion of Iran, reflects some of the earliest
cultural responses to this crisis. The present study, based on Laclau and Mouffe’s theory of
discourse analysis, aimed to examine the formation of the discourse of resistance in this work.
It sought to answer the following questions: what are the central signifiers in the articulation
of the discourse of resistance in Nafthat al-Masdur, and how is Zaydari’s encounter with the
Mongol invasion represented in the text?

Methods: This study employed a descriptive—analytical method and was conducted utilizing
library sources, digital repositories, and related materials.

Results: The findings indicated that Nafthat al-Masdur functions as a form of resistance
literature. Through the articulation of the signifiers of religion, homeland, destiny, and the
struggle for honor around the central nodal point of the “ideal Shahriar (sovereign)”, Zaydari
constructs a discourse that contributes to the symbolic healing of the trauma of defeat and
revitalizing Iranian identity.

Conclusion: Jalal al-Din Khwarazmshah is positioned as the ideal Shahriar. By
foregrounding Jalal al-Din’s character, emphasizing his virtues, and downplaying his faults,

Zaydari endeavors to uphold a discourse of resistance against Mongol hegemony.
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1- Introduction

This study analyzed the discourse of resistance in Nafthat al-Masdur, authored by Shahab al-Din
Mohammad Zaydari al-Nasavi in the early years of the Mongol invasion of Iran. In this study,
Zaydari is considered a subject who plays a role in shaping the discourse of resistance, and the
salient components foregrounded within this discourse were examined. The main objective was
to explore how the discourse of resistance is constituted in Nafthat al-Masdur. To this end, the
study investigated the way Jalal al-Din Khwarazmshabh is articulated as an “ideal Shahriar”, a role
that becomes a central signifier or discursive kernel around which the entire discourse is
organized and through which meaning is stabilized.

2-Method

The methodological framework of this study was grounded on Laclau and Mouffe’s theory of
discourse. This framework was selected for its efficiency in analyzing how meaning is constructed,
contested, and relatively stabilized within a specific socio-historical context through the
articulation of linguistic elements. The study employed a qualitative textual analysis approach,
conducting a close reading of the text to identify its key signifiers and map the network of structural
relations among them. The core analytical concepts guiding this study included the central signifier
(represented in this work by the ideal Shahriar), floating signifiers (such as religion, homeland and
territory, destiny, and the struggle for honor), articulation, and othering. This approach enables the
researcher to examine the texts’ underlying meaning-making processes.

3-Discussion

The discourse analysis revealed that Zaydari Nasavi successfully constructs a discourse of
resistance in which Jalal al-Din occupies the position of the central signifier as the “ideal shahriar”.
Around this nodal point, other elements are articulated. By foregrounding virtues such as courage,
faith, and loyalty, and simultaneously downplaying or justifying his errors, Zaydari transforms Jalal
al-Din into an ideal symbol of resistance and the embodiment of a lost identity. Regarding the other
signifiers, religion functions both as a motivating force and a source of consolation. Homeland is
defined primarily through its association with the “ideal shahriar”, rather than merely as a
geographical entity. Fate and destiny, through their emphasis on the contingency of the Mongol
victory, sustain the possibility of return and the hope for the future. The struggle for honor gains
significance insofar as it is a struggle on behalf of one’s own people. Furthermore, the discourse is
organized according to the logic of antagonism and otherness. The Mongols are portrayed as the
“radical Other” inhuman, infidel, and savage. Zaydari, by constructing a chain of equivalence,
aligns internal traitors and defeated collaborators with the Mongols, thus excluding them from the
discourse of the “self.” Through this strategy, he relieves Jalal al-Din (the kernel of the discourse
of resistance) of responsibility for defeat, attributing it instead to marginal elements.

4-Conclusion

Consequently, it can be inferred that Nafthat al-Masdur by Zaydari is not merely a recounting of
historical events; rather, it constitutes a discursive project aimed at constructing meaning out of
catastrophe and resisting passivity and despair. Through the strategic articulation of floating
signifiers around the central signifier of the ideal Shahriar, and by establishing clear boundaries
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and mechanisms of othering, Zaydari creates a discourse that functions as a therapeutic,
motivational, and integrative force for a defeated people. This discourse transforms historical
defeat into a site for ideological reproduction and the preservation of symbolic dignity. Overall, it
appears that Zaydari, at a time when Iranians were overwhelmed by grief and shock following the
brutal Mongol invasion, succeeded in constructing a discourse of resistance centered on the ideal
Shahriar as the central signifier, thereby seeking to heal and mitigate the consequences of defeat.
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