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With the advent of the Islamic Revolution, one of the principal and dominant poetic modes
and thematic orientations in Iranian poetry became the Revolutionary and War Ghazal, a trend
that continued into the early 1990s. Given that the primary mission of such poetry is the
transmission of a message, the rhetorical and aesthetic dimensions received comparatively
less attention from the early years of the war through the mid-1980s. This study sought to
answer whether the modes of imagery construction in the Revolutionary and War Ghazal, and
the affective atmosphere governing it, remained uniform throughout the post-Revolution
decades up to 2016, or whether any transformations occurred and how such changes relate to
the sociopolitical conditions and the prevailing sentiments of society. The study was
conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. The findings indicated that in this poetic
subgenre, the exigencies of wartime initially placed content above other poetic elements.
However, as time passed and the emotions, sentiments, and political conditions of society
shifted, poets’ perspectives likewise changed. With the entry of new emotions, thoughts, and
thematic concerns into the ghazal, its imagery and the techniques of image-making also
evolved. In the early period, conventional symbols as well as simile-based and metaphorical
constructions played a more prominent role; yet in subsequent years, these devices expanded
from condensed to elaborated forms. Abstract and mental similes also entered the poetic
imagery; new symbols replaced the earlier conventional ones; and, beyond the
aforementioned devices, additional rhetorical strategies began to appear in image-making.
Moreover, through linguistic innovation, poets introduced new methods, including the

incorporation of non-rhetorical elements, into the imagery of the ghazal.
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1- Introduction

The present study aimed to analyze the trajectory of transformations in imagery across a selected
corpus of ghazals composed on the theme of resistance from the onset of the Iran—Iraq War to 2016,
and to identify the frequency and distribution of various image-making techniques in different
temporal phases of this poetic genre. The study investigated which strategies poets employed for
constructing imagery in these periods and how these strategies correlated with the sociopolitical
conditions and the dominant emotions of the society.

2- Method

This study was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method.

3- Results & Conclusions
The findings demonstrated that this subgenre of the ghazal can be divided into two major phases:

the wartime period and the postwar period. The wartime ghazal itself comprises two distinct stages:
the first extends from the beginning of the war to the mid-1980s, and the second runs from the mid-
1980s to the end of the war, this latter stage sharing several characteristics with the postwar ghazal.
The principal aim of the first wartime phase was the transmission of ideological and conceptual
content, which required its own particular diction and linguistic register. To achieve this aim and
to craft imagery, poets of this era, in addition to relying on rhetorical devices such as simile,
metaphor, personification, and symbol, also employed non-rhetorical elements such as external
music (rhyme and radif, a recurring word or phrase that appears at the end of a verse or couple)
and internal music (meter). Ghazals from this period frequently use radifs such as blood, war, love,
martyr, and wound, all of which heighten excitement, fervor, militancy, and the desire for defense
and martyrdom. The meters tend to be short and rhythmic, generating an emotional atmosphere of
zeal and epic passion. Rhetorical elements such as simile and metaphor often appear in the form of
ezafe (a grammatical particle that links two words together); similes are predominantly sensory,
and in metaphorical ezafes, natural phenomena such as dawn, the sun, and similar elements play a
prominent role. The symbols employed in this phase, after their initial introduction, soon became
conventional and worn due to frequent repetition. A group of poets also turned toward image-
making influenced by the Indian Style and the school of Bidel, and the color red played a significant
role in the imagery of ghazals in the early wartime period. In the second wartime phase, as ideals
shifted and the language of the ghazal consequently evolved, the density of simile- and metaphor-
based ezafes decreased; new personifications, fresh symbols, and elements such as synesthesia
entered the ghazal’s imagery. With the end of the war and the emergence of new challenges shaped
by its aftermath, the themes, concepts, and lexicon of the ghazal also changed, and consequently,
its affective texture and imagery underwent transformation. In the imagery of first-generation war
poets versus postwar poets, factors such as changes in image-making strategies, modifications in
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the use of rhetorical figures, shifts in ghazal diction, and alterations in emotional tone all played
influential roles. With the transformation of poetic language in the postwar ghazal, new rhetorical
devices, including contemporary irony, metonymy, paronomasia, and novel allusions, entered
image-making. Yet the turning point in imagery within post-Revolution resistance ghazal can be
traced to the postwar ghazal, where, under the influence of innovations emerging from free-verse
poetry, numerous non-rhetorical elements were incorporated into imagistic construction, resulting
in a fundamental metamorphosis in imagery within post-Revolution resistance poetry.

The findings indicated that the structure of imagery and its generative techniques in the war ghazal
were not uniform across these periods; sociocultural conditions and shifts in collective emotion
significantly influenced these transformations. At the beginning of the war, imagery was simple
and slogan-like, reflecting both the immediacy of war and the need to motivate audiences who were
unfamiliar with resistance literature. Simile, metaphor, personification, and symbol shaped the
imagistic core of such ghazals. Similes and metaphors appeared predominantly as ezafe-
constructions and in high concentration within a single ghazal. Most symbols of this period were
stereotypical and commonly used across poets with minimal variation.

From the mid-1980s onward, as the language of the ghazal softened and its themes began to shift,
the structure, style, and techniques of imagery likewise changed, and from this point onward, non-
rhetorical elements played a significant role alongside rhetorical ones. In postwar ghazal, poets
were increasingly drawn to the innovative tendencies of free-verse poetry and adopted image-
making methods supported by non-rhetorical devices. Techniques such as sudden openings and
closures, the use of ellipsis, the incorporation of narrative elements and story-like structures, and
imagery built through descriptive strategies or shifts in tone, all contributed significantly to the
creation of new forms of imagery.
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