&

Shahid Bahonar
University of Kerman

Journal of Resistance Literature

Scientific Assoq 0 of Persian
Language and Literature

Print ISSN: 2008 - 6881  Online ISSN: 2821 - 1022

Modern Weaponry and Its Associated Lexicon in the Poetry of the Islamic

Revolution of Iran (1971-2011)

Mahdi Heidari!™ '

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Language and Literature, Yazd University, Yazd,
Iran. E-mail: m.heidari@yazd.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received 3 August 2025

Received in revised form 7
september 2025

Accepted 9 september 2025

Published online 12 september
2025

Keywords:
Weaponry,

Rifle,

Military,

Poetry of the Islamic,

Revolution of Iran

This study examined the presence and evolution of vocabulary related to modern weaponry
in the poetry of the Islamic Revolution of Iran in the second half of the 14™ century SH (21
century). These lexical items, which go beyond purely military dimensions, have turned into
symbols of steadfastness and right-seeking resistance. With the onset of the imposed war of
Iraq against Iran and the ensuing shifts in the conceptual structure of the revolutionary poetry,
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words such as “rifle”,

9

missile”,

29

gunpowder”, “grenade” and “bomb” found their place in
the context of the realistic and metaphorical language of poetry, articulating the poets’
emotions, ideals, and national identity. This study was conducted using a descriptive method
and based on library research with a fundamental approach. Numerous instances of the use of
various military equipment in the poems of prominent poets of the Revolution were
enumerated and analyzed, demonstrating how military language has served the aesthetic aims
of Persian poetry, invigorating its linguistic, semantic, and critical structures. The study
further emphasized the role of technological developments in enriching poetic diction and
indicated that martial vocabulary has functioned not only as a tool for describing external
realities but also as a platform for expressing the poets’ philosophical and political
worldviews. This analysis thus offers an interdisciplinary perspective at the intersection of

literature, cultural history, and linguistics.
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1- Introduction

From the fifth decade of the 14" century SH onward, when the atmosphere of Revolution began to
assume a prominent presence in Persian poetry, military vocabulary came to be employed
ideologically to express the resistance and legitimacy of the people. Alongside the anti-war and
pacifist currents, which often used these terms in a reprehensible manner in poetry, a new poetic
movement emerged that, while reflecting the oppressed condition of the Iranian people in the face
of the enemy’s modern weaponry, also attempted to use modern technologies to stimulate the epic
spirit of Iranian society. After the victory of the Revolution in 1979, and especially with the onset
of the imposed war of Iraq against Iran, revolutionary poets turned to military and war vocabulary
through a new language and innovative images, ranging from rifle and mortar to missile and laser
weapon. These terms were considered not merely instruments of violence, but also allegories of
resistance, facing oppression, and the pursuit of justice.

In the early decades of the Islamic Revolution, its poetry remained closely linked to the direct
experience of the Iran-Iraq war. During this period, modern weapons such as rifles and heavy
artillery were present not only on the battlefield, but also in the field of language and imagination.
Poets used these words to create objective images of the battle. Lexicons related to modern
weaponry in revolutionary poetry were at times used directly and in a reportive manner, and at
other times with metaphorical and allegorical subtlety; in such a way that the reader not only
imagines the battlefield, but also faces more complex concepts of jihad, self-sacrifice, and
resistance against oppression.

Furthermore, technological developments and the introduction of new instruments of warfare
paved the way for a linguistic transformation in poetry. Revolutionary poets tried to adapt newly
emerging terms to the aesthetics of Persian poetry and incorporate them into its metaphorical
context. The study of vocabulary related to modern weaponry in the poetry of the Islamic
Revolution serves not only as a tool for analyzing the language and literature of war, but also as a
window into understanding how poets confronted technology, faith, and national identity. This
study sought to examine the linkage between modern military language and revolutionary
expression by analyzing these lexicons and showing how words such as rifle, mortar, and missile
came to function in poetry as aesthetic codes of truth and resistance. Of course, after 2011, with
the expansion of new technologies and the accelerated production of new military equipment,
additional terms, including drone, micro-aircraft, bunker-buster, cyberwarfare, and the names of
Iranian missiles such as Fattah, Sajjil, Zolfaghar, and Khaybar-shekan, entered Persian poetry.
Their analysis, however, requires stepping beyond the temporal scope of this study and thus is more
appropriately examined in separate articles. In what follows, after classifying these terms and
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providing concise definitions based on military dictionaries, we will examine their poetic evidence
in the works of poets of the Islamic Revolution from various generations.

2- Method
This study was conducted using a descriptive method and based on library research with a

fundamental approach. Numerous instances of the use of various military equipment in the poems
of prominent poets of the Revolution were enumerated and analyzed, demonstrating how military
language has served the aesthetic aims of Persian poetry, invigorating its linguistic, semantic, and
critical structures. The study further emphasized the role of technological developments in
enriching poetic diction and indicated that martial vocabulary has functioned not only as a tool for
describing external realities but also as a platform for expressing the poets’ philosophical and
political worldviews. This analysis thus offers an interdisciplinary perspective at the intersection

of literature, cultural history, and linguistics.

3-Discussion

The terms weapon and armament have long been present in Persian literature; however, they
traditionally referred to ancient war instruments such as the sword, spear, mace, and iron club. In
the contemporary period, with the invention of new generations of weaponry, these lexicons came
to denote gunpowder-based arms.

3-1. Silah, Aslaha (Weapon, Armament)
In these poems, the words silah and aslaha predominantly signify modern weapons. Through the

juxtaposition of terms such as rifle (shaqgiqa) and coup (kudtd), the poetic imagination is directed
toward various types of firearms, even as poets incorporate classical epic lexemes, such as Riiyin-
tan (the invulnerable hero), cloak (‘abd), and indigo (nil), to fuse traditional martial archetypes
with contemporary concerns. At times, these terms acquire symbolic functions, so that yearning,
slogan, and poetry themselves are likened to weapons. Expressions such as the weapon of Allahu
Akbar (God is greater) and the weapon of deceit emphasize that the most contemporary tools of
struggle for the righteous are their convictions, while for the unjust, they are their deceptions.
Elsewhere, an eagerness for martyrdom is compared to carrying a weapon concealed beneath a
cloak, and fearlessness in the face of modern arms becomes another application of these terms,
reminding the reader that martyrdom is the aspiration of truth-seeking fighters, granting them the
power and courage to stand firm before weaponry. In the poetry of the Revolution, even ancient
arms function metaphorically as symbolic equivalents of modern guns. Thus, when a blade, sword,

or dagger appears, they often intend to evoke contemporary firearms.
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3-2. Gunpowder, Explosion
This primary substance of modern firearms, capable of unleashing immense devastation in an

instant without requiring physical bravery, finds significant reflection in the poetry of the Islamic
Revolution. At the press of a button, an explosion occurs, and its stench afflicts the senses of nature.
At times, demonic forces treat oppressed nations in such a manner that their entire land becomes
saturated with smoke and gunpowder, unaware that one day the ashes of their own cigarettes will
be filled with gunpowder and they themselves will perish. Yet from the viewpoint of revolutionary
poets, faith, honor, and courage are more essential than gunpowder in confronting the enemy.

The word explosion (enfejar) has become so deeply embedded in modern Persian literature that it
appears frequently even in non-epic poetry. The chest of the lover awaits the moment when it will
transform grief into an explosive outburst of sobbing. In epic contexts as well, the term is
employed: the eyes of oppressors remain fixed on the detonation switch. Moreover, compounds
such as the explosion of epic and the laughter of explosion illustrate the extent to which the poet’s
delicate sensibility alleviates the harshness associated with this alarming term. Nonetheless, for
revolutionary poets, living in the age of the moon’s explosion necessitates dispersion and

detonation across all elements of existence.

3-3. Rifle, Machine Gun, Automatic Fire

In certain instances, such as in the works of Saffarzadeh, Mahmudi, and Mo’addab, the rifle is
condemned as an instrument of oppression, serving as a poetic reminder that the aspiration for
resistance and steadfastness is ultimately grounded in a humane vision of global peace. Yet in most
examples, poets, by infusing society with an epic spirit, seize the rifle to oppose hyenas and bats,
becoming heralds of dawn and illumination. In such times, poetry must be composed from the
barrel of the rifle, and speech must emerge from the mouth of the gun, or else it will fail to address
social truths. Some poets, while emphasizing the power of faith, regard the stone of the believer as
triumphant over the gun of the infidel. At times, classical lexemes such as sword also serve as
metaphors for the rifle, just as dragons, Shimrs, and Yazids function symbolically to represent
today’s enemies.

The sustained, automatic discharge of the machine gun evokes images in Persian poetry such as
lines of communication, continuous exegesis of verses of jihad, incessant speech, and the steady
vibration of repetitive sound. On one hand, poets conjure the tense atmosphere of war, filled with
such weaponry, and on the other, they yearn for the awaited day when these industrious, chain-fed
machine guns will fall into eternal slumber, and peace will prevail over the world.
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3-4. Bullet, Cartridge, Shot

The term tir (arrow, shot) has long been used in Persian poetry, but when placed alongside
cartridge and bullet, it evokes leaden projectiles associated with firearms. Revolutionary poets,
through innovative imagery, such as soldiers’ bodies becoming studded like candles for fastening
cartridge belts to their waists, or hands turning into rifles for the soldier bearing cartridges on his
shoulder, speak both of the faith and valor of combatants who discharge Salavat (benedictions)
alongside their bullets, and of their loathing for the violent conduct of bullets from the West that
set the East aflame. They long for a world emptied of the trills of bullets and the fireflies of
projectiles. Through their ideological perspective, these poets remind us that truth-seeking poetry
itself becomes a bullet that strikes its target along the trajectory of the poet’s worldview. Certain
classical terms, including stone, likewise function symbolically in revolutionary poetry,

representing modern projectiles of contemporary warfare.

3-5. TNT, Grenade, Mortar, Sixty-Millimeter Mortar, Cannon, Mine, Minefield

Explosive materials, products of Western military industry, are, in the Eastern gaze, nothing but
instruments for mutilating the bodies of the oppressed peoples of the East, producing varying
degrees of devastation in different forms. For oppressed children whose hearts contain nothing but
hatred for the enemy, the grenade is their very heart, beating with the hope of vengeance and the
annihilation of the foe. For them, saltshakers and oranges on trees are themselves grenades, ready
to explode before these ill-fated children and destroy them, driving them from their homeland.
During the Imposed War, Iranian combatants were constantly exposed to danger under the enemy’s
incessant mortar fire, and the throats of many young Asghars were torn apart. At the whistle of a
mortar, one must lie flat, an act that, for the defenseless and grief-stricken, becomes synonymous
with collapsing instantly and perhaps contemplating death. When such advanced devices are in the
hands of the enemy, and sixty-millimeter mortars fall upon worshippers’ prostration, the young
Muslim fighter hurls spoons in curved trajectories like mortars, learning that he must both aspire
to master military technology and, at the same time, employ whatever he has, armed with faith and
conviction, to repel the enemy. Thus, the imaginative mind of revolutionary poets transitions from
the blood-stained battlefield to children’s games, softening the brutality of combat with the
tenderness of youthful dreams. In doing so, the poets remind the next generation that their war will
no longer be fought hand-to-hand but will rely on advanced equipment; hence, they must, even
from childhood, pursue knowledge and technology to avenge past suffering.

Silver- and crimson-hued cannons that illuminate the night of the oppressed become gifzs intended
to kill fighters and children who, on Christmas Eve, are awaiting Santa’s presents from the sky. In
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the minds of children in war-stricken regions, even the flowers woven into carpets evoke
landmines, those that seized the limbs of their brothers as they charged bravely into the enemy’s
ranks or stepped willingly upon the mines, embracing martyrdom so that they might ascend with
fiery wings.

3-6. Bomb, Bombing, Air Raid, Fighter Jet, Bomber, B-52, MiG, Atomic bomb

In this period’s poetry, various metaphorical terms symbolize fighter aircraft in the poetic language
of revolutionary poets. For example, the dragon in Shahriyar’s poetry, the lightning steed and horse
in the works of Nasrallah Mardani, the vulture in the poetry of Musavi Garmarudi, and the locust
in the verse of Mohammad-Mahdi Sayyar all serve as symbolic expressions that have been adopted
by different generations. Poets of the Islamic Revolution depict bombs primarily as weapons of
mass destruction in the hands of the enemy, bombs that fall not only in Iran but upon oppressed
nations in the “Age of Iron,” raining down upon innocent children like cursed gifts carried by unjust
global resolutions meant to combat every “lily” of hope. Bombing, too, is an act of hostility
executed by the forces of falsehood: some comfort-seeking civilians flee war zones to the safety of
their villas; some brave children, maintaining alertness, seize their toy pistols; and some among the
poor and defenseless depart from sleep into death. These air raids even chemically poison the
golden sun, and enemy bombers become dark stains that cloud the sky’s purity and clarity. The
atomic bomb is cast as a cursed infant gestating in the womb of these warplanes. Yet the valiant
fighters on the frontlines of truth fear no destructive bomber, for the wind, the storm, and all forces
of nature fall under their heavenly dominion.

3-7.Tank, Missile, Laser Missile, Flare

For war-stricken children, the edges of barbari bread resemble tanks camouflaged with greens; for
the fighters encircled by these advanced machines, such weaponry becomes cardboard
constructions incapable of striking terror into their compassionate hearts. These arms, in the hands
of the forces of falsehood, serve to guard corruption; blessed be the day when canaries sing songs
of joy and peace atop the barrels of these worn-out tanks. Revolutionary poets thus remind us that
to understand war from the perspective of the combatants of truth, one must recognize its childlike
gentleness. From this viewpoint, numerous connections form between military equipment and toys,
enabling poets to show that, for a devout fighter, military hardware, however massive or brutal, is
but a plaything before the software of faith. Nature itself, they assert, will one day support this
faith-infused vision: birds will play atop the tank barrels. Missiles—products of Western industrial

commerce designed for human consumption—encircle the moon and “nurse” fighter jets; the roar
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of these missiles is accompanied by the collapse of buildings. Though such harsh military
vocabulary seems incompatible with poetic delicacy, the poet argues that when the houses of poetry
themselves have become unsightly and incomplete, poetry must resemble them so as not to lose
the reflection of its contemporary human world. The word flare (manavvar), which existed
previously in Persian, now acquires a new military meaning and produces rich ambiguity. Flares
illuminate enemy equipment, yet they remain incapable of enlightening the darkened souls and

hidden states of hypocrites.

4- Conclusion

The analysis of vocabulary associated with modern weaponry in the poetry of the Islamic
Revolution reveals a multifaceted image of the intersection between technology, aesthetics, and
devotional consciousness. These terms, ordinarily found in military discourse or political media,
acquire a distinct position in revolutionary poetry: a position that does not culminate in violence,
but rather in the creation of meaning, inspiration, and spiritual refinement. Through words such as
rifle, bullet, and machine gun, poetry creates a new conceptual universe that elevates the reader
beyond mere descriptions of war and draws them toward a somehow mystical and moral narrative.
Poets of the Islamic Revolution, in employing this lexicon, at times invite the reader into a gentle
world of peace and reconciliation, and at other times call upon them to steadfast resistance against
complex military weaponry through the power of faith.

This semantic transformation results from the fusion of the poets’ lived experiences, Iran’s literary
traditions, and the social and technological transformations of the revolutionary and wartime
periods. Poets have succeeded in adapting military vocabulary to symbolic and ritual patterns, thus
creating a new language, one in which gunpowder is linked to faith, the rifle to justice-seeking, and
the grenade to martyrdom. The findings of this study revealed that literature, even when
confronting symbols of violence, can become a language of beauty, truth-telling, and the
reconstruction of national and spiritual identity. This transformation manifests not only in
vocabulary but also in the meaning, emotion, and ethical commitment of revolutionary poetry,

bearing witness to the unparalleled richness of resistance literature.
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