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This study examined the dual function of space in the resistance poetry of Behrooz
Sepidnameh, with a focus on the poetry collection ‘Az Zamin Baran’ (Rain from the Earth),
analyzing how space is represented as a dual framework encompassing both the objective
reality of war (physical space) and subjective, lived experiences (virtual and regional space).
Drawing on Henri Lefebvre’s theory of the production of space (perceived, conceived, and
lived spaces), Edward Soja’s spatial triad (emphasizing the concept of thirdspace), and Gaston
Bachelard’s phenomenology (topoanalysis and intimate spaces), this study demonstrated that
Sepidnameh’s poetry, as an example of regional resistance poetry (rooted in the geography of
Ilam, Iran), simultaneously reflects, on the one hand, the battlefields of the Iran-Iraq War
through tangible signs and the official discourse of resistance, and on the other hand,
reconstructs the indigenous identity of Ilam by engaging with regional literature through
nature, collective memory, and poetic imagination. The research methodology was based on
qualitative content analysis employing semiotic and phenomenological approaches to explore
the semantic and ideological layers of the text. The findings revealed that space in these poems
functions as a dynamic, multilayered phenomenon that integrates the harsh reality of war with
a spiritual, indigenous, and metaphorical world, thereby transforming the discourse of
resistance from a purely epic narrative into a human-centered and localized experience. By
highlighting the dual function of space, this study contributed to a deeper understanding of
the interaction between resistance literature and regional literature in the reproduction of

identity and meaning.
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1. Introduction

The study of space in literature requires theoretical frameworks capable of addressing its
multifaceted nature, extending beyond geography to encompass symbolic, experiential, and
ideological dimensions. In resistance literature, particularly within the context of the Iran-Iraq War,
space simultaneously assumes objective and metaphorical functions. Poets such as Behrooz
Sepidnameh represent this duality by depicting, on the one hand, battlefields, trenches, and
devastated cities, and on the other, intimate and symbolic spaces shaped by memory, myth, and
indigenous identity. This dual approach transforms space into a dialectical construct that links
collective history with poetic imagination. Such a perspective not only reflects the objective and
ideological aspects of resistance but also reveals literature’s capacity to reconstruct identity through
cultural memory and imagination.

The significance of this study lies in its interdisciplinary approach to the dual function of war
space in resistance literature, focusing specifically on Sepidnameh’s collection Az Zamin Baran
(Rain from the Earth). Drawing upon Henri Lefebvre’s theory of the production of space, Edward
Soja’s spatial triad, and Gaston Bachelard’s phenomenology, the study indicated that resistance
literature can simultaneously reflect revolutionary discourse and preserve indigenous identity. This
dual approach advances literary criticism by moving beyond purely epic narratives, offering instead
a more profound reading of war that emphasizes human, regional, and emotional dimensions.
Ultimately, this study sought to illuminate how space in Sepidnameh’s poetry becomes a dynamic
arena where ideology, memory, and lived experience intersect, enriching both resistance literature
and regional literary studies.

Research Objectives

The primary objective was to analyze the dual function of space in resistance poetry, which not
only reproduces revolutionary discourse but also revives local identity through emphasis on Ilam’s
indigenous geography (such as oak forests, reed beds, and rocky landscapes). The importance of
this study lies in addressing both theoretical and practical gaps: First, enriching interdisciplinary
approaches to contemporary Iranian literature through the integration of geography, semiotics, and
phenomenology; Second, offering a novel analysis of regional literature, which has received
limited scholarly attention; Third, contributing to a deeper understanding of the interaction between
ideology, identity, and space in postwar cultural reconstruction. This approach moves resistance
literature beyond descriptive frameworks and transforms it into a platform for social and cultural
critique, potentially serving as a model for future studies of marginal and local literatures.

2. Method
This study adopted a qualitative method based on semiotic and phenomenological content analysis,
focusing on the poetry collection Az Zamin Baran (2008) as a case study. The theoretical
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framework draws on three key theories: (1) Henri Lefebvre’s theory of the production of space
(2016), which divides space into perceived (physical and sensory), conceived (ideological and
symbolic), and lived (emotional and memory-driven) dimensions; (2) Edward Soja’s spatial triad
(2018), emphasizing “Thirdspace” as a dialectical synthesis of reality and imagination; and (3)
Gaston Bachelard’s phenomenology (2022) in The Poetics of Space, utilizing “topoanalysis” to
explore intimate and inner spaces such as home, nature, and emotionally charged objects. Textual
analysis proceeded in layered stages: first, identification of spatial signs (objective: trench, barbed
wire; mental: tulip, phoenix); second, examination of secondary and discursive meanings (drawing
on Barthes and Eco); and third, integration with prior research to highlight innovation. The research
background was categorized by subject, methodology, interpretive framework, and research
problem into three groups: descriptive, socio-theoretical, and literary-narrative studies. These
categories reveal a relative neglect of spatial duality in regional resistance poetry.

3. Discussion

The analysis of Sepidnameh’s poetry revealed space as a dynamic, dialectical phenomenon that
integrates the reality of war with a spiritual and indigenous world. At the level of perceived space
(Lefebvre), tangible images such as “the wave of explosion,” “trench,” and “storm of bullets” (in
the poem “I Narrate the Tale of the Sword”) reflect the real geography of the Sacred Defense (Iran-
Iraq War) (Ilam and Khuzestan: Shalamcheh, Hoveizeh, Arvand), reinforcing the official discourse
of resistance through military and epic signs. However, this space is not neutral; rather, it is shaped
by relations of power and resistance (Harvey, 2020) and becomes a “non-place” (Augé, 2008),
where destruction and displacement (e.g., “black huts” and “dolls of innocent children”) destabilize
the sense of belonging.

In conceived space, religious and mythological symbols (Neinava, Karbala, phoenix) elevate war
to an ideological and eschatological narrative; for instance, “tulips in the barbed-wire garden” (in
“I Narrate the Tale of the Phoenix™) signify martyrdom and resurrection, linking revolutionary
discourse to Shiite values. Soja associates this level with “mental space,” where elite ideology (e.g.,
Matfatih al-Jinan and “eyes to the infinite sky”’) expressed through symbolic language, transforms
reality into an eternal concept.

Lived space constitutes the central innovation of this study. Through the invocation of regional
elements (oak trees, reed beds, Nahr-e Anbar), personal and collective experiences (mourning, loss,
displacement) are reconstructed. Poems like “Who Will Interpret the Alphabet of Darkness?” and
“The Earth, An Empty Cradle” symbolize postwar suspension, which, through Bachelard’s
topoanalysis, becomes an intimate, emotional space (the green solitude of oak trees) that revives
Ilam’s indigenous identity in contrast to central discourse. Semiotic analysis (Barthes, 2006)
reveals that signs like “red coffin” and “orphaned rifle” produce secondary meanings of suffering
and anticipation, while discourse analysis (Jorgensen & Phillips, 2010) highlights the tension
between official narratives (epic) and lived experiences (mourning). Ultimately, Soja’s
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“Thirdspace” integrates these layers, transforming the poems from epic narratives into human-
centered and indigenous experiences that connect resistance literature with regional literature.

4. Conclusions

The findings indicated that space in Sepidnameh’s poetry functions as a multifaceted framework
for redefining resistance, from reproducing revolutionary ideology to reviving local identity amidst
destruction. This duality enriches the literature of the Islamic Revolution and elevates it from
descriptive frameworks to dialectical analysis. The study underscores the need for interdisciplinary
research and recommends: (1) extending analysis to other regional poets (e.g., from Ilam and
Khuzestan); (2) applying spatial theories to digital criticism of resistance literature; and (3)
exploring the impact of spatial duality on cultural policies for preserving local identity. By
presenting a novel analytical framework, this study contributes to the theoretical enrichment of
contemporary Iranian literature and paves the way for future research on the intersection of space,
identity, and ideology.
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