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Mental spaces constitute one of the fundamental concepts in cognitive linguistic theories. The
primary application of this theory is to explain how meaning is processed in the human mind,
with the aim of understanding the interaction among language, thought, and cognition. Mental
Spaces Theory was first proposed in 1985 by Gilles Fauconnier, a Swiss philosopher, to
address certain linguistic problems. This theory emphasizes the formation of temporary and
dynamic structures in the human mind to demonstrate how semantic networks and related
mental structures play a fundamental role in analyzing and comprehending complex
meanings. Accordingly, the present study examined the application of this theory in analyzing
the discourse of the Holy Qur’an concerning the concepts of resistance. In this regard, five
verses from Hajj, Anfal, and Baqarah Surahs were selected within the conceptual domain of
believers’ resistance against polytheists. Subsequently, using a descriptive-analytical method,
the selected vocabulary was examined within the theoretical framework of Mental Spaces
Theory. The analysis of related semantic layers within the context of the Quranic verses and
the assessment of the theory’s efficacy in achieving a deeper comprehension of the verses’
meanings constituted the primary objectives of this study. The findings indicated that divine
verses employ various strategies in constructing resistance discourse, among which the
utilization of mental space construction in accurately depicting the concepts of resistance
proves to be most effective. This study demonstrated that Mental Spaces Theory can serve as
an innovative approach in the analysis, interpretation, and more precise and enriched
translation of divine verses, functioning as an effective tool to convey the divine message to
the audience in a comprehensive and impactful manner.
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1- Introduction

This study investigated the applicability of Mental Spaces Theory, first introduced by Gilles
Fauconnier (1985) within the field of cognitive linguistics, to the analysis of Qur’anic discourse,
specifically with regard to the concept of resistance. Qur’anic discourse is layered and
multidimensional, encompassing theological, ethical, spiritual, and socio-historical elements. By
applying a cognitive linguistic framework, this study aimed to frame resistance not merely as a
socio-political notion but also as a profound spiritual stance rooted in divine guidance. The
objective of the study was to elucidate how mental space constructions shape semantic complexity
in selected Qur’anic passages, providing theoretical and practical implications for Qur’anic
interpretation, translation, and pedagogy. The target audience includes scholars of cognitive
linguistics, Qur’anic studies, and religious hermeneutics.

2- Method

The study employed a descriptive-analytical research design, examining verses from Hajj and
Anfal Surahs. These texts were analyzed in terms of lexical choices, syntactic structures, and
semantic markers that generate mental spaces associated with resistance. The procedure involved
identifying key linguistic triggers that establish mental spaces, mapping the semantic layers that
emerge, and interpreting how these layers interact to construct a comprehensive discourse of
resistance.

Sampling Procedures

As the study was textual and conceptual in nature, no human participants were involved. The
corpus was limited to selected Qur’anic passages chosen for their thematic relevance to the concept
of resistance. Accordingly, procedures of participant recruitment, informed consent, and sampling
methods were not applicable.

Sample Size, Power, and Precision
Not applicable, as the study was based on qualitative textual analysis rather than statistical
sampling.

Mixed-Methods Research
Not applicable, as the research design relied solely on qualitative linguistic analysis.

3- Results

The findings revealed that Qur’anic verses construct mental spaces which facilitate the
representation of abstract concepts such as divine support, moral perseverance, and collective
struggle. These mental spaces function as cognitive scaffolds that connect historical battles with
spiritual perseverance, creating layered meanings of resistance. By enabling connections across
temporal and spiritual domains, Mental Spaces Theory helps explain how the Qur’an
communicates resilience in both individual and communal contexts.
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4- Conclusions

The study concluded that Mental Spaces Theory offers an effective interpretive framework for
understanding Qur’anic discourse. It highlighted how sacred texts employ complex cognitive
strategies to encode multiple layers of meaning. These insights have both theoretical and practical
significance: theoretically, they enrich cognitive linguistic approaches to religious texts;
practically, they enhance Qur’anic interpretation, facilitate more nuanced translations, and provide
valuable tools for religious education in contemporary contexts.
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