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This study aimed to a conduct critical discourse analysis (CDA) of the last will and testaments
of martyrs from Kerman Province. As concise yet highly meaningful texts, these wills reflect
the religious beliefs, ideological orientations, and social perspectives of combatants during
the Holy Defense (Iran-Iraq war). Drawing on critical linguistics, particularly van Dijk’s
theoretical framework, this study investigated how language interacts with power, mental
representations, and the reproduction of dominant discourse within these texts. The study
employed a qualitative method grounded in van Dijk’s CDA. The dataset consisted of a
collection of wills belonging to the martyrs of the 41 Tharallah Division of Kerman Province.
The texts were first categorized thematically, after which key concepts were examined with
regard to their cognitive, social, and discursive dimensions. The findings indicated that the
wills predominantly follow a religious—revolutionary discourse in which concepts such as
jihad, martyrdom, obedience to religious authority (Guardianship of the Islamic Jurist), and
opposition to global arrogance are foregrounded. The linguistic structure of these texts
demonstrated the systematic reproduction of values and norms endorsed by the official
discourse of the Islamic Republic of Iran. On the cognitive level, the wills reflect the martyrs’
particular understanding of notions such as the enemy, homeland, and religious duty. Beyond
their spiritual significance, these documents also offer substantial analytical capacity for
understanding the political and cultural discourses of the 1980s. They may therefore be
viewed as mirrors of the collective mindset of the war era and as instruments contributing to
the reproduction of the official discourse of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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1- Introduction

The martyrs’ wills represent some of the most significant yet understudied sources across multiple
fields such as resistance literature, the sociology of war, and the discourse analysis of the Islamic
Revolution. Although typically brief and written in emotional and urgent circumstances, these texts
contain a wealth of information regarding religious beliefs, political orientations, individual and
collective mentalities, as well as the social and ideological structures of their time. The wills stand
at the intersection of various dimensions of language, power, and identity, and can serve as a mirror
reflecting the dominant discourse during the Holy Defense (Iran—Iraq War).

The significance of these texts is further amplified when they are examined not merely as
personal documents or emotional writings but as instruments for the reproduction and
consolidation of the prevailing political and cultural values. In this regard, critical discourse
analysis (CDA), particularly within the theoretical framework of Teun Adrianus van Dijk, provides
a means to rigorously investigate the linguistic structures, representational strategies, and power
relations embedded in these texts. Van Dijk posits that language is not a neutral tool but a medium
for representing cognition and reproducing dominance; therefore, analyzing the language of wills,
especially at the discourse level, can reveal the hidden dimensions of the cultural and ideological
mechanisms operative during the imposed war.

The present study aimed to conduct a discourse analysis of the wills of martyrs from Kerman
Province. This region was selected due to its rich historical role in Iran-Iraq war, as well as its
distinct cultural, religious, and social characteristics that are frequently reflected in many martyr
texts. Utilizing van Dijk’s theoretical framework, this study examined multiple layers of these texts
from the perspectives of language, ideology, and social representation, and endeavored to elucidate
the relationship between the individual discourse of the martyr and the broader discourse of the
revolution and war.

2- Method

The present study was conducted using a qualitative approach with critical content analysis. The
corpus consisted of 117 wills of martyrs from Kerman Province, purposefully selected to ensure
diversity in terms of temporal range (from 1980 to 1988), geographic distribution (across various
regions within the province), and social backgrounds (students, clerics, volunteer fighters, IRGC
members, and commanders).

Data were analyzed on three levels:
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o Linguistic level (textual features and vocabulary)
o Cognitive level (attitudes and mental models of the authors)
e Social level (reflection of discourse and power relations)

This analysis was conducted based on van Dijk’s theoretical framework to examine the
multifaceted dimensions of discourse present in the wills during the Iran—Iraq war period.

3- Discussion

At the first level, namely textual and linguistic analysis, the linguistic structures of the wills were
examined in detail. Recurrent vocabulary such as “martyrdom,” “jihad,” “guardianship (velayat),”

99 ¢¢

“Islam,” “enemy,” and “Imam” stood out, indicating the presence of a distinct and robust semantic
system within these texts. This semantic system venerates core values such as sacrifice, obedience,
altruism, and resistance, highlighting their central role in the discourse of the wills. Moreover, the
extensive use of imperative sentences, prayer-like expressions, and direct address to the audience
reflects the performative dimension of these texts, which not only express personal emotions but
also serve as calls to action and commitment. The syntactic structure of the wills is generally simple
and comprehensible, yet sufficiently cohesive; the frequent use of collective pronouns such as “we”
and “you” clearly constructs a “we-versus-they” dichotomy, fostering social and ideological

solidarity while demarcating boundaries between distinct groups.

At the second level, pertaining to cognitive analysis, the wills represent the psychological and
mental worlds of their authors. The martyrs perceive themselves as soldiers of the guardianship of
the Islamic Jurist, devotees of Islam, and continuers of the path of the Ahl al-Bayt. This identity
construction provides a solid foundation for understanding their motivations and beliefs. The
enemy is not merely portrayed as a physical threat but rather as an “ideological other” that defines
and shapes the identity of “us” through opposition and contrast. This ideological enemy is viewed
as a pervasive threat to faith, values, and revolutionary ideals. Furthermore, an idealistic vision of
the future is depicted in the wills, including promises of the ultimate victory of truth, the emergence
of the Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance), and the establishment of a global just
government. This positive and hopeful imagery plays a crucial role in fostering motivation and
consolidating the martyrs’ convictions.

The third level, social analysis, focuses on the reproduction of the values and official discourse
of the Islamic Republic within these texts. The wills play a significant role in reinforcing and
reproducing values such as loyalty to the religious authority, self-sacrifice, and resistance against
the enemy, and can function as media and ideological tools for consolidating the discourse of
resistance in society. These texts emerged within a social context where various institutions, such



Journal of Resistance Literature, Volume 17, Issue 33, 2025 90

as the national broadcasting organization, actively and purposefully contributed to shaping the
discourse of resistance.

4- Conclusion

The critical discourse analysis of the wills of Kerman martyrs, employing van Dijk’s theoretical
framework, elucidated the complex and multilayered dimensions of language, cognition, and
ideological discourse within these texts. Van Dijk’s theory, with its emphasis on the role of
language in the production, reproduction, and stabilization of ideologies and power relations,
provided a theoretical foundation to view the wills beyond mere personal documents and analyze
them as influential discourses shaping cognition, social identities, and group boundaries. The
findings demonstrated that lexical choices and syntactic structures in the wills, such as the use of
collective pronouns “we” and “they,” and the emphasis on concepts like “martyrdom,” “jihad,”
“loyalty to guardianship (velayat),” and “demonization of the enemy”, play a significant role in the
cognitive and social representation of the martyrs and their communities. These representations not
only convey individual and collective identities of the martyrs but also reinforce and consolidate
the official ideological frameworks of the regime. From a social perspective, the wills function as
discursive tools serving the reproduction of political and religious values of the ruling system. The
“we-versus-they” dichotomies created in the texts facilitate group cohesion and legitimize
resistance and sacrifice by establishing binary oppositions. These findings underscored that
language and discourse in the wills are not merely vehicles for conveying individual messages but
active agents in structuring and reproducing social and ideological order. Overall, applying van
Dijk’s theory in analyzing the wills not only precisely delineated the textual and cognitive layers
of these documents but also revealed their position as key elements within the official discourse of
the Islamic Republic of Iran. This study showed that critical discourse analysis can significantly
deepen the understanding of socio-historical texts and clarify the role of language in shaping power
relations and political ideologies.
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