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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: The fight against oppression and injustice, and resistance in the face of threats to the material
Research Article and spiritual assets of human beings, is by no means a recent phenomenon; rather, it is deeply

rooted in the innate disposition and the intellectual and religious beliefs of Iranians since

ancient times. Although in various historical periods, political and social conditions, and weak

Article history: governing structures have hindered the emergence of its national manifestation, extant texts
Received 3 July 2025 from different eras attest to the indomitable and valiant spirit of the Iranian people. This study
Received in revised 20 sought to substantiate this proposition within the written heritage of Iranians, namely the

September 2025 surviving texts from ancient Iran. From very early times, Iran has been confronted with

numerous wars and upheavals; consequently, its people have continually lived under pressure
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and have struggled persistently to preserve their land and ancient culture. In addition to
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territorial conflicts, ancient religious beliefs and a worldview grounded in dualistic concepts,

2025 such as Ahura Mazda and Ahriman, good and evil, light and darkness, and so forth, provided

a fertile context for the manifestation of a spirit of resistance against notions perceived as evil,

darkness, and wrongdoing. Among the most significant surviving texts of this period are the

Keywords: Avesta, the Behistun Inscription, Yadgar-e Zariran (The Memorial of Zarir), Letter of Tansar,

and Karnameh-ye Ardashir-e Babakan (The Book of the Deeds of Ardashir, Son of Babak).

Employing a descriptive—analytical method and drawing upon library-based sources, this
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. study extracted the components of resistance embedded in these texts. The findings indicated
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Babakan,
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the presence of strong markers of a spirit of endurance and resistance against factors
threatening cultural and territorial integrity, in ways that correspond to the historical context

. and the intellectual, religious, and environmental frameworks of people in ancient times.
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1- Introduction

This study aimed to examine and substantiate the proposition that, although the term “resistance literature”
has gained currency in the past century, its underlying concept has deep historical roots, and its foundational
elements have taken shape across diverse historical and cultural contexts, to the extent that the pre-Islamic
Iranian literature itself embodies components of resistance. Focusing on five seminal texts from ancient
Iran, including the Avesta, the Behistun Inscription, Yadgar-e Zariran (The Memorial of Zarir), Letter of
Tansar, and Karnameh-ye Ardashir-e Babakan (The Book of the Deeds of Ardashir, Son of Babak, each
representing distinct thematic domains (religious, mythological, historical, or political), this study sought,
through the extraction and analysis of resistance components in these works, to demonstrate their underlying
motifs reflect concepts such as resistance, steadfastness, the preservation of national identity, and the
struggle against domination. Ultimately, the study attempted to show that the idea of resistance and the
concept of endurance have long been embedded in Iranian thought and belief, constituting an integral part
of the nation’s cultural heritage.

2- Methods

This study employed a library-based approach using content analysis. Initially, the five selected texts were
examined, and their resistance-related components were identified and analyzed. Where necessary, specific
instances were cited, or references to relevant examples were provided.

3- Results
The findings revealed that each of the texts under study reflects, in its own distinct manner, the components
of resistance literature:

1. The Avesta:

Three forms of struggle and resistance can be identified in the Avesta: a. Spiritual and supra-human battles,
b. Conflicts with external tribes (external enemy), c. Resistance against oppression and deviation by internal
rulers. Within these struggles, the following resistance components are evident: calls for steadfastness
against external oppression (e.g., the Turanians), exhortations to combat falsehood, belief in the advent of
a savior (Saoshyant), attention to the lives of heroes and influential figures alongside the description and
glorification of their deeds, depiction and praise of combat against the enemy, and the cultivation of a sense
of patriotism for the defense of one’s homeland and engagement in struggle against adversaries.

2. Behistun Inscription:

In terms of resistance literature features, this text includes the depiction of catastrophe, an account of
Darius’s efforts to eradicate tyranny and oppression, his pursuit of justice, his resistance against rebellions
and refusal to yield to opposing powers, and the affirmation of the legitimacy of Darius’s rule through
emphasis on the role of Ahura Mazda in his victory.

3. Yadgar-e Zariran:

Observable components of resistance literature included the choice and promotion of the righteous path;
struggle against its enemies; persistence, courage, and self-sacrifice in the cause of truth; descriptions of
bravery and heroism; the popular (collective) nature of war; the acceptance of war despite awareness of its
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consequences (Jamasp foretells the deaths of Zarir’s loved ones for him, and Zarir’s own death for
Goshtasp); emphasis on the exalted status of martyrs and the composition of elegies for them (Bastur, Zarir’s
son, lamenting over his father’s body constitutes one of the earliest elegies in Persian literature); the promise
of revenge and retribution; and ultimately, the triumph of truth over falsehood.

4. Letter of Tansar:

Among the concepts and manifestations of resistance, this text reflects notions of internal oppression, with
an emphasis on despotism and injustice. Indeed, if protest literature is regarded as a significant subcategory
of resistance literature, this work stands as a strong example of protest literature in ancient Iran. Moreover,
by justifying Ardashir’s conduct, Tansar portrays him as an opponent of oppression and injustice and a
defender of the rights of the oppressed.

5. Karnameh-ye Ardashir-e Babakan:

The foundations of resistance components in this text rest upon religious and national identity, opposition
to oppression, and valor. Among eleven identified components, the depiction of struggle and the narration
of endured hardships occupy the greatest extent. However, the most notable point in this work is the purpose
underlying these wars, struggles, and acts of resistance: Ardashir himself regards it as the unification of the
land of Iran, employing religious motives as a means to this end, thus indicating resistance grounded in the
formation and consolidation of both religious and national identity.

4- Conclusions

This study demonstrated that resistance literature in Iran has deep historical roots. Through the analysis of
ancient texts, concepts such as opposition to oppression, the pursuit of justice, patriotism, the valorization
of combat against enemies, encouragement of non-submission to opposing powers, the celebration of
heroes, belief in the advent of a savior, resistance to tyranny, preservation of ethnic identity, and the
reconstruction of national power, among others, are clearly evident. These findings indicated that resistance
constitutes a fundamental element of Iranian culture. A re-reading of these texts through the lens of
resistance provides the possibility of attaining a renewed understanding of Iran’s literary heritage.
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