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One of the key narrative elements in the socio-semiotic approach is the deficiency or crisis of
meaning, which arises from the disruption or annihilation of the competences of modal verbs
within the actional system. In fact, when these modal competences in the actional system are
disturbed or destroyed, a semantic deficiency emerges. If the subject succeeds in restoring the
competences of these modal verbs, the deficiency is resolved; however, if all competences
are lost, the subject collapses. Examining this process reveals how modal competences
occupy the center of narrative operations, creating deficiencies that alter existing actions and
drive the process of semantic transformation. Ghassan Kanafani’s The Land of Sad Oranges
abounds with modal verbs that generate deficiencies and narrative shifts. The successive loss
of fundamental verbs such as to want and to be able to leads to the emergence of new
deficiencies, forming a chain of loss that diverts the narrative movement from its purposeful
course toward crisis and eventual collapse. This paper, through a descriptive—analytical
method, seeks to explain the discourse of resistance in line with the author’s intent to expose
the betrayal of the international community and the double standards of Arab countries. The
study analyzes the story by focusing on the function of modal verbs and examines the
meanings that arise from the formation of multiple deficiencies and their impact on the
existing actional system. The analysis demonstrates that, with the arrival of the Zionists, the
narrator in the story loses his modal competences and becomes subject to deficiencies
imposed by them. These successive deficiencies generate a chain of actions such as the
struggle for survival and the preservation of identity. Each deficiency gives rise to a new one,
and the narrator gradually loses all modal competences, leading to his ultimate collapse.
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1- Introduction

In the framework of semiotic-semantics, when the subject faces disruption or loss of the
competences of modal verbs (such as wanting, having to, being able to, believing), a state of
deficiency emerges. In this process, the subject—deprived of these effective modal competences—
becomes deficient and enters an actional process aimed at recovering completeness. The subject is
then evaluated based on the extent to which these competences are regained or lost.
In Ghassan Kanafani’s “The Land of Sad Oranges”, the subjects repeatedly lose their effective
modal competences due to the presence of the Zionists, experiencing multiple layers of individual
and collective deficiency.

This study seeks to explain the literary discourse of resistance in line with the author’s worldview,
which centers on exposing the betrayal of the international community and the hypocritical
behavior of Arab countries. The main question of the research is:
How does the disruption of effective modal competences, by creating various deficiencies and
altering the existing actions in the narrative operations, guide the process of semantic
transformation?

Through a descriptive—analytical method and a semiotic—semantic approach, this paper aims to
analyze the interweaving of modal competences and deficiency within the actional system of
resistance narratives. For this purpose, the study traces the process of disruption and annihilation
of modal competences leading to multiple deficiencies, ranging from the individual to the collective
level. This analysis allows for uncovering how meaning is generated through the narrative process
under the shadow of these deficiencies. Accordingly, the theoretical concepts of the actional
system, semantic deficiency, and modal verbs are first introduced; then, a brief overview of The
Land of Sad Oranges is presented, followed by a discourse analysis of the story based on the
interaction between effective modal verbs and recurring deficiencies.

2- Method

This research adopts a descriptive—analytical method and a semiotic—semantic approach to explore
the process of losing the competences of modal verbs, the resulting sequential deficiencies, and
their impact on the actional system of resistance narratives. The analysis begins with identifying
the key modal competences and their semantic roles, tracing the gradual disintegration of these
verbs and the emergence of successive deficiencies until the complete collapse of the subject.
The study evaluates the verbs according to their narrative functions: it begins with the verb “to
want”, proceeds to the disintegration of “to have to”, then examines the destabilization of “to
believe”, and finally the annihilation of “to be able to”, which leads the subject to total collapse.
This paper seeks to answer the following questions:

1. How does the story construct its narrative process through the disruption of modal
competences and the creation of successive deficiencies?
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2. How does the subject in The Land of Sad Oranges experience disintegration through the
loss of modal competences, and what stages mark this process?

3- Results

The study reveals a close interrelation between deficiency and modal competences within the
actional system of The Land of Sad Oranges. The structure of the story aligns with the actional
framework, as the actors experience multiple deficiencies caused by the loss of their modal
competences.

Modal verbs such as wanting, having to, being able to, and believing play a fundamental role in
organizing the narrative’s actional dynamics. The loss of each verb generates a new deficiency in
the subject’s state, compelling the actors to strive toward altering the initial situation. Although
these attempts lead to new actions, the absence of modal competences triggers new layers of
semantic deficiency. Consequently, successive deficiencies accumulate throughout the narrative,
transforming it from one based on desire, obligation, and possibility into a sequence of repeated
failures. This process redirects the narrative from its linear, goal-oriented path toward crisis and
eventual collapse.

4- Conclusions

The narrative structure of the story is built upon a chain of sequential deficiencies, where each
initial deficiency leads to the next. For instance, the loss of homeland triggers a crisis of identity,
the disintegration of family, and eventually the narrator’s collapse. Simultaneously, different
narrative dimensions transform: space shifts from Jaffa to Acre and then to Sidon; the father
changes from a wealthy man to one consumed by anger; the narrator evolves from a carefree child
to an anxious, disillusioned adult who doubts the existence of God; and the mother turns from a
cheerful woman into a silent, sorrowful figure.

These transformations collectively represent the stages through which a Palestinian subject loses
his modal competences. At first, exile appears to be mere “travel,” since the verb to want is only
threatened but not destroyed. With the invasion of Acre, this verb is completely annihilated,
producing the semantic deficiency of insecurity. The Zionists’ confiscation of land, weapons, and
property then erases the verb to have to, forcing the subject into migration. In the new location, the
narrator attempts to restore the competence of being able to by waiting for a car in Ras al-Naqoura
to return home—but the car never stops. At this point, with the complete loss of all modal
competences, the subject reaches the final deficiency—absolute despair—and the narrative
concludes with his complete collapse and suicide.
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