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this land. It is not merely a collection of scattered works; rather, it represents a coherent
system of values, beliefs, and behavioral patterns reflected in various literary forms and
profound narratives ranging from myth to epic and religious texts. This study aimed to
identify the fundamental components of this current and the factors contributing to its
formation by examining the role of myths, religious beliefs, socio-political structures, and
foreign invasions in the development of pre-Islamic resistance literature. Furthermore, by
analyzing the currents of resistance literature in ancient Iran, the study explored the roles of
literary institutions, media, and socio-political conditions. The study sought to address the
central question: How did the currents of resistance literature in pre-Islamic Iran take shape,
and which social, cultural, and historical factors influenced this process?

Methods: This descriptive-analytical study was conducted using thematic content analysis
based on library sources and documented texts from pre-Islamic Iran.

Results: The findings revealed how resistance literature functioned as a means of preserving
national identity, safeguarding religious beliefs and moral values, fostering social cohesion,
and resisting oppression and tyranny. Its themes and symbols served as a source of inspiration
for subsequent generations in later historical periods.

Conclusions: Pre-Islamic resistance literature is not only a valuable literary and artistic
heritage but also a testament to the dynamism and resilience of Iranian culture in the face of
diverse challenges. By presenting heroic paradigms and role models, national symbols, and
moral values, this body of literature contributed to the formation of Iranian identity and

continued to inspire later generations in subsequent historical periods.
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1- Introduction

Resistance literature in ancient Iran is not merely a collection of dispersed texts; rather, it
constitutes a coherent constellation of values, beliefs, and behavioral patterns encompassing myth,
epic, and religious texts. This study aimed to identify the principal components and formative
factors of this literature, with particular emphasis on the role of myths, religious beliefs, socio-
political structures, and foreign invasions. The central question is: How did the currents of
resistance literature in pre-Islamic Iran take shape, and which social, cultural, and historical factors
influenced this process?

Most existing studies on resistance literature pertain to post-Islamic periods; only limited
research has analyzed the literary currents of this type of literature in ancient Iran. While specific
works such as Yadgar-e Zariran (The Memorial of Zariran) have been examined, the absence of
systematic studies on resistance literature in the pre-Islamic era remains conspicuous.

2- Method

The present descriptive-analytical study was conducted employing thematic content analysis. Data
were primarily extracted and examined from library sources and documented texts concerning pre-
Islamic Iran. In the first stage, through the comprehensive collection and study of written and
documented works, including myths, epics, religious texts, and oral literature of ancient Iran,
instances and motifs of resistance literature were identified. These texts were selected and analyzed
according to the extent to which they reflect components of resistance, such as opposition to
oppression, reinforcement of national identity, and promotion of moral and religious values.

To analyze the data, the researcher adopted the theoretical framework of resistance literature. In
this framework, resistance literature is considered not only as a reflection of events but also as an
active instrument for building and maintaining the semantic and identity-oriented system of ancient
Iranian society. The study focused on analyzing the roles of myths and epic narratives, religious
and social institutions, decisive historical events (such as wars and social transformations), and the
mechanisms through which these values were transmitted and consolidated via oral literature,
inscriptional texts, and political and religious documents.

Through an interdisciplinary analysis of historical, mythological, social, and aesthetic data, this
study provided an in-depth exploration of the cultural and semantic context underlying the
formation of the resistance literature movement. The validation of the findings was achieved
through reference to authoritative historical, linguistic, and anthropological sources, as well as
scholarly theories in the field. Data were comparatively and systematically analyzed from the
perspective of the interaction among social, political, and cultural factors. This method enabled an
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in-depth analysis of the interconnection among the elements and structures that shaped the currents
of resistance literature in ancient Iran.

3- Results
Analysis of Literary Currents: Concepts and Components

The analysis of literary currents in contemporary Iranian literary, social, and intellectual research
refers to the systematic study of thematic currents, semantic structures, social identity, and the role
of founders and influential figures. The key components of this analysis include systemic structure,
population, management, dynamism, and a shared semantic system.

The main factors in the formation of literary currents are as follows:

-Historical and social contexts (wars; political and cultural transformations)

-Cultural and philosophical influences (myths and religious beliefs)

-The role of media of transmission (oral discourse and narrative; visual representations)
- Aesthetic characteristics

-The role of writers and poets

The relationship between resistance literature and historical and social events

Literature is regarded as the mirror of each historical epoch. In ancient Iran, major historical events,
such as the migration of the Aryans, the uprising of Cyrus, the battle with Alexander, and the wars
of the Parthians and Sassanids, served as driving forces behind the formation of resistance
literature. Resistance against invasions and efforts to preserve Iranian identity were reflected first
in oral narratives and later in written form (such as the Khodaynameh and Karnameh-ye Ardeshir-
e Babakan).

Fundamental components of resistance literature
-Iranian myths and the role of symbols

Myths function as the mediating link between beliefs, rituals, and the semantic system of ancient
Iranians. The constant battle between good and evil (4hura Mazda and Ahriman) constitutes the
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central core of most myths; These myths are not only symbolic tools for expressing opposition to
oppression and devotion to the homeland, but also develop models of resistance, heroism, and the
defense of national identity.

-Religious beliefs and the role of Zoroastrianism

The religious literature of ancient Iran, influenced by Zoroastrianism and the myth of Farrah lazdi
(divine glory), articulates themes such as royal legitimacy, justice, the fight against evil, and the
praise of good forces. The religious current functioned not only to reinforce religious identity but
also to confront oppression and legitimize uprisings and protest movements. The epic Yadgar-e
Zariran represents the most prominent example of religious-epic literature of this period, narrating
the defense of both religious and national values.

-Reflection of class divisions and protest against oppression

Resistance literature in ancient Iran was shaped by the class structure of society (nobility and
farmers) and by dissatisfaction with the ruling order. The story of Kaveh Ahangar (Kaveh the
Blacksmith) exemplifies social resistance against tyranny and oppression. Movements such as the
uprisings of Mani and Mazdak likewise emerged in a context of class conflict and corruption within
the Zoroastrian clergy, reflecting the social and critical aspects of resistance literature.

-The Role of Literary Media and Narrative Institutions

In the ancient world, in the absence of modern media, oral narration was the primary means of
transmitting epics and stories. The Gosans (minstrels) and storytellers played a crucial role in the
perpetuation of resistance literature. State works such as Achaemenid inscriptions (albeit imbued
with political overtones), alongside popular works such as oral heroic and mythological narratives,
as well as surviving written remnants including the Khodaynameh and Avesta, demonstrate the
connection between literary institutions and the development of resistance literature.

-The Epic Genre as the Center of Ancient Iranian Literature

Epic constituted the dominant literary genre in ancient Iran. It was grounded in the battles of heroes
and kings, the defense of frontiers, resistance against enemies, and the dissemination of national
and religious values and rituals. The connection between epic and myth, and its subsequent
adaptation into historical narratives such as Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, attests to the continuity of the
current of resistance in Persian literature.

-Religion, rituals, and the role of the religious society
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Before the arrival of the Aryans, the Iranians adhered to ancient beliefs such as Mithraism and
polytheism. With the consolidation of Zoroastrianism, the dualism of 4hura and Deva (good and
evil) became institutionalized. Kings regarded themselves as representatives of Ahura Mazda on
earth. Religious and philosophical movements rooted in the advocacy of justice and protest against
oppression (such as Mazdakism) illustrate the cooperation of religion and society in the
development of the discourse of resistance.

-A sample of religious epic: Yadgar-e Zariran

This narrative is the oldest Iranian religious-epic text, fundamentally centered on the defense of the
Mazdaist faith against external threats. The account of the emergence of heroism in the family of
Goshtasp exemplifies the interconnection between religion and epic in resistance literature: first
loyalty to faith, and then combat in its defense, are vividly portrayed.

-Socio-political texts: reflections on governance and justice

Literary works and documents such as the Treatise of the Reign of Ardeshir, the Book of the Deeds
of Anushirvan, royal letters and mirrors-for-princes literature (Andarznameh), and critical texts
such as the Assyrian Tree, constitute examples of engagement with political issues, justice, critique
of despotic governments, and recommendations for safeguarding the rights of the people, thus
reinforcing the defining features of resistance literature

4- Conclusions

Resistance literature in ancient Iran emerged in response to external threats, internal inequalities,
concerns about national identity, and religious beliefs. This literature was not a passive reaction,
but a dynamic effort to construct meaning and defend value. Myth, religion, class structure, and
local media played a significant role in the development of this tradition. This literary current laid
the groundwork for national and moral identity, inspired future generations, and provided a
foundation for the comparative study of resistance literature in subsequent historical periods.
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