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Postcolonial criticism, as an analytical approach in literary, cultural, and social studies,
examines the historical consequences of colonialism. This approach, by focusing on concepts
such as domination, cultural denigration, resistance, and inequality, seeks to reveal how
colonialism has shaped societies and individuals, and plays a vital role in text analysis through
analyzing the political, social, and cultural outcomes of colonialism. On the other hand,
resistance literature represents resistance against the domination of enemies and often
addresses the social, cultural, and even psychological challenges arising from encounters with
systems of power. The book ‘Mohajer-e Sarzamin-e Aftab’ (The Immigrant from the Land of
the Sun), which recounts the memoir of the only Japanese mother of a war martyr in Iran,
stands as a prominent example of migration literature that, due to its simultaneous positioning
within both migration literature and resistance literature, further underscores the importance
of the present study. This study aimed to examine the book ‘The Immigrant from the Land of
the Sun’ with particular emphasis on its colonial concepts and to analyze the consequences of
colonialism as reflected in the work.

This study employed a descriptive-analytical method to address the following questions:
What impact has the experience of colonialism had on the characters in this story? What
fundamental postcolonial concepts are reflected in this work? And what challenges are
articulated in the path of migration? The results indicated that concepts such as subaltern, self
and Other, cultural hybridity, and decolonization are clearly discernible in the narrative. The
most significant challenge of migration is sociocultural differentiation. The immigrant’s
identity emerges as a hybrid identity, and the experience of colonialism leads to a rethinking
of identity in the protagonist, creating a space for resistance against dominant hegemonic

currents.
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1. Introduction

The emergence of postcolonial theories dates back to the 1960s. After the formal end of colonial
domination, colonizing powers were no longer seeking military conquest in Eastern countries;
rather, they attempted to dominate other nations through cultural invasion, stripping nations of their
identity and portraying them as culturally backward, thereby imposing their own culture and values
upon them. Postcolonial criticism is an analytical approach in literary, cultural, and social studies
that examines the effects of colonialism on culture, identity, and language.

The book ‘Mohajer-e Sarzamin-e Aftab’ (The Immigrant from the Land of the Sun) is the life
narrative of Kuniko Yamamura (Saba Babaei), a Japanese woman and the only Japanese mother
of a martyr in Iran, authored by Hamid Hessam and Masoud Amirkhani. Postcolonial studies are
significant because they uncover the hidden layers of a text and analyze the political, social, and
cultural consequences of colonialism. The selection of Mohajer-e Sarzamin-e Aftab, as it falls into
the categories of both migration literature and resistance literature, highlights the significance of
this study. The present study sought to evaluate the colonial concepts embedded in Mohajer-e
Sarzamin-e Aftab and analyze the consequences of colonialism as represented in the narrative,
addressing the following questions: What postcolonial concepts are reflected in this work? What
migration-related challenges are articulated in this story? How is the concept of identity formed in
the immigrant character? And what impact has the experience of colonialism had on the protagonist
of the story?

2- Method

This was a library-based study conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. First, relevant
information regarding postcolonial criticism was gathered and cataloged using note-taking cards.
Subsequently, these data were analyzed in relation to the postcolonial theories reflected in
Mohajer-e Sarzamin-e Aftab by Hamid Hessam and Masoud Amirkhani.

3- Results

Postcolonial studies examine the effects of colonialism and imperialism on culture, identity,
politics, economy, and knowledge in both colonized and colonizing societies. The most
fundamental concepts of postcolonial theory include Orientalism, Eurocentrism, center and
periphery, the subaltern, language, mimicry, race, the Other, gender, and hybridity (Shahmiri,
2010: 52). This study investigated the concepts manifested in Mohajer-e Sarzamin-e Aftab from
the perspective of postcolonial criticism. Given that the work encompasses Kuniko’s childhood
experiences of World War II and the American dominance over Japan, her migration to Iran in her
youth, her participation in the Revolution and the War, and finally the martyrdom of her son, this
text constitutes a suitable case study for analysis within a postcolonial framework. Based on the
theoretical foundation of this study, the salient components reflected in this text include the
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subaltern, Orientalism, cultural colonialism and soft power, hybrid identity, and decolonization and
resistance, all of which were analyzed in this study.

4- Conclusions
The findings indicated that postcolonial concepts such as the subaltern, Otherness, soft colonialism,

hybrid identity, and cultural resistance are represented in this narrative.

In this study, by integrating postcolonial criticism with migration literature, the personal
experiences of an individual who migrated from one specific cultural and historical context to
another were analyzed. Kuniko’s childhood memories illustrate the colonial powers’ efforts to
humiliate and construct otherness within colonized societies. Although in this narrative Japan was
not directly under US domination, the country fell under the soft power domination of the US
following its defeat in World War II and the atomic bombings.

In addition to presenting the formal confrontation between the structures of power and domination
in Japan, the narrative also illustrates the forms of cultural and identity-based resistance that
emerged after her migration into Iran’s new sociocultural system. The greatest challenge faced by
the immigrant protagonist in this story is the sociocultural adaptation between the country of origin
and the host country, and the strategy the immigrant character employs is the construction of a
hybrid identity. Kuniko’s experience of colonialism in the e country of origin helps reconstruct her
identity, and she resists colonialism in Iran, striving in every way possible—whether by
participating in demonstrations or encouraging her children and husband to fight against
colonialism. She continues this effort even after the end of the imposed war by striving to convey
the voice of the chemical warfare victims to the world.
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