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Committed literature, from the perspective of scholars, has been subject to diverse definitions
and interpretations depending on intellectual and social frameworks. For instance, Jean-Paul
Sartre regards this concept as a reciprocal necessity between the writer and society,
considering any literary work that articulates freedom, justice, and equality to be
“committed”. In contrast, in the post-Islamic Revolution era, committed literature has largely
been defined through concepts such as “perseverance” and “resistance”. Existing studies
indicate that the question of the human being, considered as a dimension transcending social
events and ideological viewpoints, has received comparatively less attention in committed
literature, particularly in the novel, and has instead been more prominently addressed in
religious, mystical, and allegorical texts. Misagh Amirfajr is among the writers who have
employed this notion of commitment in the service of divine philosophy, mysticism, and
anthropology. The present study aimed to analyze the components of committed literature in
Amirfajr’s works, especially the novel Darreh-ye Jozamian (The Valley of the Lepers), using
an analytical method. The findings revealed that Amirfajr, in his works such as Darreh-ye
Jozamian, Naghmeh Dar Zanjir (A Melody in Chains), Warqa (Turtledove), Ishraq
(Illumination), and Do Qadam Ta Qaf (Two Steps to Qaf), avoids a purely non-committed
literary approach and instead structures his narratives around dialogue, reflection, and
intellectual confrontation. This trajectory of character development in these works is directed
from materialism toward mysticism and spirituality, and under the influence of mystical
treatises, the path of spiritual wayfaring from creation to God is narrated. Belief in the One
God, hope in a savior, and moral responsibility constitute central themes in his works,
demonstrating that committed literature can simultaneously engage with profound humanistic
and philosophical concerns.
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1- Introduction

Committed literature has long been a contested concept within literary studies, especially when its
notion of commitment is examined in relation to the human condition and issues that transcend
sociopolitical phenomena. Scholars have proposed diverse definitions of committed literature, each
shaped by its own intellectual, social, and historical context. For instance, Jean-Paul Sartre
conceptualizes committed literature as the product of a reciprocal necessity between the writer and
society; specifically, any literary work that engages with themes such as freedom, justice, and
equality may be considered committed. In contrast, in post-revolutionary Iran, the concept of
committed literature has predominantly been interpreted through the lens of resistance,
perseverance, and the people’s struggle against sociopolitical threats. This disparity in
interpretation highlights a tendency to confine committed literature to the mere reflection of
external events, often at the expense of its humanistic and epistemological dimensions.

The novel, as one of the most prominent forms of prose literature, possesses a unique capacity to
embody commitment, as it simultaneously engages with the external world while depicting the
transformation of characters and the development of human consciousness. In contemporary
Persian literature, committed literature is predominantly associated with addressing the ideals of
marginalized groups and advocating for freedom and justice. Nonetheless, many works classified
within this category remain limited to merely reflecting social realities and political developments,
without sufficiently engaging with the humanistic and philosophical dimensions of commitment.
This limitation reveals that, despite its indispensable role in society, the concept of committed
literature has not yet been precisely and completely defined within existing theoretical frameworks.
Misagh Amirfajr, as a writer who places special emphasis on humanity and its transcendence,
adopts a distinct perspective. In his works, including the novel Darreh-ye Jozamian (The Valley of
the Lepers) and other writings such as Naghmeh Dar Zanjir (A Melody in Chains), Warqa
(Turtledove), Ishraq (lllumination), and Do Qadam Ta Qaf (Two Steps to Qaf), he moves beyond
mere focus on social events and non-committed narratives, structuring his storytelling around
dialogue, reflection, and intellectual confrontation. The trajectory of character development in his
works progresses from materialism toward mysticism and spirituality, influenced by mystical texts
that portray the spiritual journey, from creation to God, and the realization of the Perfect Human.
Belief in the One God, hope in a savior, and ethical responsibility constitute the core themes of his
works, demonstrating that committed literature can simultaneously engage with humanistic and
philosophical concerns.

2- Method

The present study aimed to analyze the constituent elements of committed literature in the works
of Misagh Amirfajr, with particular emphasis on the novel Darreh-ye Jozamian. Employing an
analytical and comparative methodology, this study investigated the philosophical, mystical, and
humanistic dimensions of his writings and sought to elucidate how the progression of character
development, intellectual dialectics, and ethical imperatives are articulated within these novels.
This approach facilitates the identification of the interrelation between literary components and
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their humanistic and philosophical aspects, demonstrating how Amirfajr’s novels adopt a linear,
message-oriented structure while concurrently addressing universal human values.

3- Results

The findings of this study indicated that Amirfajr, through a conscious avoidance of dogmatism
and partisan ideology, produces a form of committed literature that both responds to social issues
and contributes to the advancement of human knowledge and ethics. The characters in his works,
such as Farrokh and other protagonists, embark upon a spiritual journey following encounters with
social upheavals, illness, war, and personal crises, a journey that culminates in human growth and
transcendence.

Moreover, a distinguishing feature of his works, in comparison with other literary studies, is the
deliberate emphasis on the mystical-philosophical dialectic, that is, the progression from matter to
spirit, and the representation of the transformative trajectory of the human soul.

4- Conclusions

Amirfajr’s works, characterized by their adherence to a realistic narrative framework and a
didactic, message-oriented structure, deliberately avoid purely linguistic play or formalist
experimentation. Throughout his oeuvre, elevated diction and mystical-philosophical terminology
are employed not as autonomous artistic devices but as instrumental tools for conveying meaning
and ethical messages. This approach ensures that his literature, while maintaining aesthetic
sophistication and literary merit, remains firmly committed to moral and epistemological
principles.

In Amirfajr’s works, belief in the One God, ethical responsibility, and hope for a savior serve as
foundational elements. He conceptualizes committed literature with an emphasis on humanity and
its transcendence, maintaining that genuine literary commitment is realized only when the author,
through an insightful understanding of human reality, recognizes their social and philosophical
obligations. This viewpoint underscores that committed literature is capable of simultaneously
addressing humanistic, philosophical, and social dimensions, rather than being restricted merely to
the representation of external phenomena.

The results of this study revealed that Amirfajr’s works constitute a distinguished exemplar of
committed literature, wherein “humanity” functions as the principal subject and driving force for
transformation. Social and political upheavals serve primarily as a contextual backdrop for
depicting the protagonists’ journey of human development and spiritual progression. Drawing
extensively on mystical and philosophical sources, Amirfajr creates characters who move from
states of disorientation and crisis toward those of certainty and spiritual maturity. The central
message of his works consistently revolves around human transcendence, ethical principles, and
faith in God. This study affirmed that committed literature can integrate philosophical, mystical,
and humanistic concerns concurrently, thereby highlighting Amirfajr’s unique position within the
realms of committed and transcendent literature.
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