&

Shahid Bahonar
University of Kerman

Journal of Resistance Literature

n of P
Language and Literature

Print ISSN: 2008 - 6881  Online ISSN: 2821 - 1022

Components of National and Religious Identity in Resistance Literature

Lessons of Upper Secondary School Persian Literature Textbooks

Milad Movvahedi Rad!

, Nafiseh Iraniz*

1. Visiting Professor at Department of Persian Language and Literature Education, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail:

m.movahedirad@cfu.ac.ir

2. Corresponding author, Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature Education, Farhangian University,
Tehran, Iran E-mail: n.iranii@cfu.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received 17 August, 2025

Received in revised form 17
September 2025

Accepted 17 October 2025

Published online 17 October
2025

Keywords:
Identity,

Persian Language,
National,

Resistance Literature,

Upper Secondary Education.

Objective: One of the most significant instrumental indicators within the educational system
of Iran is the manifestation of national identity in students’ Persian language textbooks. Since
the Persian language has long served as the principal institution of unity and solidarity for the
Iranian nation, this identity has been cultivated and reflected across the various domains of
the rich Persian literary tradition. The primary objective of this study was to examine and
analyze the representation of national identity in the Persian literature textbooks of upper
secondary education, with particular emphasis on resistance literature.

Methods: The study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach to explain and interpret the
components of national identity embedded in the resistance literature lessons of upper
secondary Persian language and literature textbooks.

Results: The findings indicated that, among the various dimensions of Iranian national
identity, the upper secondary Persian language and literature textbooks place particular
emphasis on the components of religion, homeland and political geography, and Iranian
history and culture. It is through reliance on these cultural foundations that steadfastness in
the face of oppression and injustice is portrayed. By embracing Islam, Iranians have not only
preserved their historical identity but have also enriched Islamic culture and civilization
through the assimilation of the sublime and life-affirming teachings of Islam and by drawing
upon the ethical characteristics of both Iranian and Ashura-inspired culture. In doing so, they
have reinforced their Iranian identity while simultaneously endowing their religious identity
with renewed meaning, thereby institutionalizing such concepts as dignity, freedom, and
martyrdom in the path of God within Iranian society and in upper secondary literature
textbooks.
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1. Introduction

National and religious identity constitutes one of the most fundamental pillars shaping a nation’s
culture, social cohesion, and historical continuity. In Iran, the longstanding interconnection among
religion, the Persian language, and Iranian culture has provided a rich foundation for the
representation of this identity within literary texts. As a comprehensive reflection of the collective
spirit of a nation, literature functions not only as a medium for expressing emotions and values but
also as a sphere for reproducing identity-forming components (Hashemi & Ghorbanalizadeh,
2015). Within this context, resistance literature, as a branch of contemporary literature that emerged
from historical events, the Islamic Revolution, and the Iran-Iraq War (the Imposed War), assumes
a dual mission: first, to recount national and religious experiences, and second, to transmit the
fundamental values of resistance, freedom, and the pursuit of justice to future generations.

Moreover, the educational system, as the principal social institution responsible for cultural
transmission, plays an indispensable role in consolidating and sustaining the components of
national identity (Sadeghzadeh & Monadi, 2008). The Persian Literature curriculum at the upper
secondary level, particularly through its resistance literature chapters, represents one of the most
effective instruments for shaping students’ identity. These texts linguistically and emotionally
reflect values such as faith, love of the homeland, freedom, resistance against oppression, and the
defense of truth (Mansouri & Fereidooni, 2009).

Given the identity-related challenges of the contemporary world, reexamining and analyzing the
position of national and religious identity components within educational content has become
increasingly essential. Drawing upon the resistance literature texts included in upper secondary
Persian language textbooks, the present study sought to analyze and evaluate both the extent and
the manner in which national and religious identity components are represented, thereby assessing
the degree to which these texts have fulfilled their identity-forming mission.

2. Method

In terms of its objective, this study was fundamental and theoretical in nature, while
methodologically it adopted a descriptive-analytical design employing a qualitative content
analysis approach. The statistical population comprised all literary texts, poems, and prose
selections included in the “Resistance Literature” chapters of the Grade 10, Grade 11, and Grade
12 Persian language and literature textbooks used in upper secondary education. Given the limited
size of the study population, all texts related to resistance literature were selected through complete
enumeration and subjected to analysis.

During the content analysis process, the educational texts were classified according to the
components derived from the theoretical framework of national and religious identity. These
components included: freedom and dignity, justice, patriotism, adherence to the principle of
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Wilayah (Guardianship/Leadership), resistance to oppression, self-sacrifice and martyrdom, and
the connection between religion and homeland. For each lesson, the frequency and mode of
representation of each component were identified, after which qualitative analysis was employed
to examine their relationship with the educational objectives of Iran’s educational system, as
articulated in the Fundamental Reform Document of Education (2011).

To enhance the credibility of the findings, co-author review and cross-source comparison were
employed. Furthermore, for the interpretive analysis of the data, the extracted themes were
reexamined in light of theories of social identity (Ritzer, 1994) and cultural identity (Sadr al-
Ashrafi, 1998).

3. Results

The results of the content analysis of the upper secondary Persian language and literature texts
revealed that the components of national and religious identity are prominently reflected in the
resistance literature chapters. Among these components, freedom and dignity exhibited the highest
frequency (16%), followed by justice and resistance to oppression.

In the poem Safeguarding the Truth by Mousavi Garmaroudi, the interrelationship between
martyrdom, freedom, and human dignity is explicitly articulated through Ashura-inspired concepts.
Likewise, in the prose narrative The Wall of Justice and the Tyranny of Oppressors from Persian
Prose 1, the pursuit of justice and resistance against oppression are presented as shared national
and religious values. By foregrounding the concepts of martyrdom and self-sacrifice, these lessons
familiarize adolescents with such values as living with dignity and sacrificing one’s life in the cause
of truth (Moladoost, 2023).

The findings further indicated that the concept of adherence to legitimate leadership (Wilayah),
as one of the fundamental pillars of religious identity, is reflected in both the poetry and prose
selections of the Grade 12 Persian language and literature textbook. Alongside this, the themes of
patriotism, the defense of territorial integrity, and the preservation of the Persian language are
implicitly embedded in the lessons related to the Sacred Defense. Consequently, Iranian-Islamic
identity is presented in these texts not as two separate constructs but as intertwined and mutually
complementary dimensions of a unified identity (Ghamari, 2010).

Overall, the findings demonstrated that the resistance literature chapters in the Persian language
and literature textbooks successfully portray the synergy between national and religious identity
components. Nevertheless, in certain instances, the diversity of selected texts and the logical
continuity between topics appear less coherent. Compared with other chapters, the texts devoted to
the Sacred Defense exert the greatest influence on students owing to their emotionally charged
language and epic tone, thereby facilitating the internalization of cultural and moral values (Kamali
et al., 2021).
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The analysis suggests that the language employed in these resistance literature texts performs not
only an instructional function but also an educational and identity-forming one. The representation
of resistance, faith, justice-seeking, and self-sacrifice in both poetry and prose enables adolescents,
during the critical stage of identity formation, to derive their moral and spiritual role models from
the cultural and religious heroes of their society.

4. Conclusions

Based on the findings of this study, it can be concluded that, despite the limited scope and textual
diversity of the selected materials, the resistance literature lessons included in the upper secondary
Persian language and literature textbooks have been largely successful in conveying the
components of national and religious identity. By integrating religious teachings with the cultural
heritage of Iran, these texts provide students with a foundation for self-understanding, a sense of
national belonging, and moral development.

Nevertheless, to strengthen the educational role of these chapters, it is recommended that future
textbook development and revision place greater emphasis on the concepts of social justice,
patriotism, and the connection between religion and national ethics. Besides, employing more
poetic language and narratives drawn from adolescents’ lived experiences could foster a deeper
internalization of identity-related values.

Overall, the present study demonstrated that cultivating identity through literature constitutes
one of the most effective means of transmitting cultural and moral values within Iran’s educational
system. As a literary domain situated at the intersection of religion, culture, and history, resistance
literature plays a fundamental role in shaping the cultural identity and character of the younger
generation.
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