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One of the approaches in the stylistic analysis of narrative literature is the examination of
writers’ styles based on gender and the stylistic differences between female and male writers.
Structural and thematic levels constitute the principal domains in which such differences are
manifested. Female writers have made significant contributions to the narrative literature of
the Sacred Defense and have devoted considerable attention to depicting the Iraq-Iran War.
The presence of female characters and their roles in confronting war constitute the central
theme of these stories. The present study undertook a stylistic analysis of a selection of short
stories by certain female writers on the theme of the Sacred Defense from the collection Ice
in Heaven. It aimed to examine the components of feminine style and their relationship with
the concept of resistance. The study adopted a descriptive-analytical method based on library
research. The results of the study indicated that, at the lexical level, feminine style is
characterized by a high frequency of sensory vocabulary and extensive use of descriptive
compounds, while the occurrence of taboo words is limited. At the syntactic level, most
sentences are simple, short, and compound. The grammatical voice of the texts is
predominantly active, reflecting the agency of the characters; consequently, material
processes expressed through verbs also occur with high frequency. The rhetorical structure of
the stories is based on simile, particularly sensory-to-sensory similes. At the ideational level,
the focus is on love and religious themes, while female characters occupy the central roles in

the stories.
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1. Introduction
The short story collection Ice in Heaven, compiled by Seyyedeh Azra Mousavi, consists of twelve

short stories written by female authors or centered on the theme of the Sacred Defense. These
stories narrate the experiences of women who either contributed to the war effort on the home front
through activities such as nursing, preparing food for combatants, and providing relief services, or
portray the wives, mothers, and female relatives of martyrs and war veterans who have encountered
the material and immaterial consequences of war in various ways.

Sacred Defense narrative literature constitutes one of the major thematic currents in contemporary
Persian literature. Emerging with the outbreak of the Irag-Iran War, it has continued to develop up
to the present day. In other words, like other forms of war literature, Sacred Defense fiction
possesses a dual nature, being both “phenomenon-oriented” and “consequence-oriented”. The role
of women in the formation and development of Sacred Defense narrative literature is regarded as
prominent and distinctive, introducing new approaches to the representation of war. This study
aimed to examine and analyze women’s writing style in Sacred Defense fiction to identify the
components of the feminine style, or feminine writing, in contemporary narrative literature,
particularly Sacred Defense fiction, and to distinguish it from the narrative style of male authors.

2. Method
The statistical population of this study consisted of the short story collection Ice in Heaven, which

includes twelve stories by well-known female writers in the field of Sacred Defense literature. This
collection can be considered a representative sample of feminine style in Sacred Defense short
stories. Each story was analyzed individually according to the layered stylistic approach,
encompassing five levels: phonological, lexical, syntactic, rhetorical, and pragmatic. The analysis
was specifically focused on the components of feminine writing. Following a comparative
examination of the stories, the overall findings were extracted.

3. Results
The contribution of female writers to the creation of works within the field of Resistance Literature

has enabled this literary genre to move beyond a predominantly male-centered discourse and has
opened new perspectives for its representation. Differences in women’s perceptions of war, the
role of women in the Sacred Defense, and the stylistic distinctions of female authors provide a
strong basis for conducting independent research on their works. Examining the characteristics of
feminine writing in Resistance Literature through a stylistic approach can constitute an effective
step toward the development of a comprehensive stylistic analysis of Resistance Literature.
Phonological, syntactic, lexical, ideological, and ideational features related to women’s inner and



Journal of Resistance Literature, Volume 18, Issue 34, 2026 20

outer worlds are among the principal dimensions that can be investigated in the stylistic analysis
of these works. Such an approach can serve as an effective means of uncovering the distinctive
world of women as they confront the phenomenon of war.

4. Conclusions
At the lexical level, the considerable use of marked vocabulary and its correlation with the number

of female characters in the stories is noteworthy. The frequency of sensory vocabulary exceeds that
of abstract vocabulary, a feature that is closely related to the gender of the authors and their
particular perspective. The use of expressive forms is relatively limited throughout the collection.
Among these forms, adjectives occur most frequently, as the authors generally employ them to
describe the characteristics of the story characters. The least frequent category is that of taboo or
offensive expressions, indicating that women’s language tends to be more restrained and polite.
At the syntactic level, sentences are generally simple and are linked together through coordinating
conjunctions. The high frequency of short sentences constitutes one of the characteristic features
of feminine style. The indicative mood is employed more frequently than any other mood in all
stories of the collection, a feature that corresponds to the authors’ objective of narrating both the
events of war and their consequences. The emotive mood ranks second in frequency, reflecting the
feminine and affective perspective of the writers. The grammatical voice and overall stylistic
orientation of these stories are predominantly active.

At the rhetorical level, simile structures are generally simple and primarily of the sensory-to-
sensory type, while metaphors are assessed as emerging from a distinctly feminine discourse. It is
noteworthy that all story titles are metaphorical and are connected through resemblance to one of
the story’s characters, who is often the protagonist. The authors’ attention to maintaining a
metaphorical correspondence between story titles and characters may be regarded as evidence of
the detail-oriented nature of female writers.

The narrative perspective in the eight stories of the collection is first-person singular, enabling
readers to become closely acquainted with the emotions and feelings of the characters as well as
the atmosphere in which the narrator is situated. In the remaining four stories, an omniscient
narrator is responsible for recounting the events, thereby helping readers gain a comprehensive
understanding of the characters’ emotional and psychological states..
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