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Reza Jolaei’s novel The Assassination Attempt on His Majesty’s Life, through its norm-
defying language, self-conscious awareness of textual historicity, and extensive use of layers
of verbal irony, can be situated within Linda Hutcheon’s theory of ‘“historiographic
metafiction”. Emphasizing the representational nature of history in postmodern literature,
Hutcheon regards irony as a device that creates a critical distance between narrative and
reality. This approach is clearly identifiable in Jolaei’s language, ranging from decorative
allusions to constructive irony. This study aimed to examine the functions of verbal irony and
intertextuality in this novel and to analyze them from linguistic and narratological
perspectives to clarify how fictional and documentary elements are integrated in the
reconstruction of historical resistance. Employing a descriptive-analytical method, the study
focused on textual evidence, narrative structure, tone, and intertextual references. The
findings indicated that Jolaei, through the use of anachronism, the fusion of historical and
fictional characters, and the juxtaposition of colloquial language with intertextual imagery,
constructs a multilayered and critical narrative that simultaneously challenges history and
utilizes the capacities of language to generate new meanings. The novel represents a
successful convergence of language and history within the framework of historiographic
metafiction, rendering the boundary between fact and fiction fluid and inviting readers to

reconsider established narratives of people’s resistance throughout history.
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1. Introduction
Reza Jolaei’s novel The Assassination Attempt on His Majesty’s Life, by employing postmodern

narrative techniques, reconstructs the history of the Constitutional Revolution in the form of
historiographic metafiction, a polyphonic narrative in which history and imagination are intricately
interwoven. By combining historical figures such as Haydar Amo-oghli and Karim Davatgar with
fictional characters like Zeynal and Father Joseph, Jolaei reconstructs the past from various
perspectives. Through linguistic irony, subtle historical changes, and intertextual references, he
foregrounds the narrative nature of history. In this novel, language functions not merely as a
medium of narration but also as a formative force that shapes meaning and social viewpoints. Its
diverse tones, ranging from archival discourse to colloquial street language, revive the voices of
the marginalized and those forgotten in history. When historiography is presented in a compelling
narrative manner, it attracts broader public attention and allows writers to communicate their
findings beyond the dominant norms and prevailing beliefs of society. According to Stanford,
“History can be understood as an effort to know and comprehend the human past, an effort based
on human actions whose goal is to understand the intentions behind these actions” (Stanford, 2013:
38). Linda Hutcheon expanded the concept of intertextuality by examining a broad spectrum of
media, ranging from cinema and opera to video games, pop music, and theme parks, investigating
the capacities, scope, and creative potentials of each. She analyzed the impact of distinctive features
and modes of transmission of different media on their structure and function, while also
investigating the expansion of narrative across intermedia platforms, including fan-produced
adaptations. Drawing upon Linda Hutcheon’s theory of historiographic metafiction, the present
study sought to demonstrate how linguistic dynamism and intertextual references in Jolaei’s novel
reflect people’s resistance during the Constitutional era while rendering the boundary between
reality and imagination fluid. Its main questions concern the functions of verbal irony, adaptation,
and the recreation of historical elements within this framework. The review of the literature
encompassed studies on adaptation and Hutcheon’s theory in both Iranian and foreign works (from
Beyzaie to Mehdi Yazdani Khorram). Collectively, these studies sustained efforts to indigenize
postmodern theories and to reinterpret history through postmodern and intertextual approaches.
However, no independent study has yet examined the Assassination Attempt on His Majesty’s Life
from the perspective of Hutcheon’s theory. Accordingly, this study aimed to offer a new
perspective on Persian postmodern literary criticism and its engagement with global theories.

2. Method
This study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach and relied on the analysis of selected textual

samples from the novel. Data were collected through library research and close textual reading
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and subsequently analyzed within the theoretical framework of Linda Hutcheon’s concept of
historiographic metafiction, with particular emphasis on the notions of verbal irony and
intertextuality. The research procedure consisted of identifying and categorizing textual evidence
such as instances of verbal irony, intertextual references, and the integration of historical and
fictional characters, followed by an examination of narrative tone and structure to determine the
functions of irony and critical distancing. Ultimately, the study interpreted the role of linguistic and
narrative elements in representing and reconstructing history based on Linda Hutcheon’s theory.

3. Results
This study analyzed language and irony in Reza Jolaei’s novel, The Assassination Attempt on His

Majesty’s Life, based on Linda Hutcheon’s theory of historiographic metafiction. By employing
postmodern narrative techniques, Jolaei transforms the history of the Constitutional Revolution
into a multilayered text where imagination and reality intertwine. The main focus is verbal irony,
a conscious and paradoxical condition in which meaning becomes fluid and relative through the
slippage between what is said and what is left unsaid. According to Hutcheon, irony acquires
meaning within “discursive communities” and creates a critical distance between language and
reality in historical narration. In Jolaei’s novel, this irony is realized through polyphonic discourse,
anachronism, and the alternating presence of multiple narrators. The language shifts from formal
and archival registers to colloquial speech to question the structures of power and corruption within
the social context of Constitutional-era Tehran. Real historical figures such as Haydar Amo-oghli
and Karim Davatgar are interwoven with fictional characters, thereby dissolving the boundary
between historical truth and literary imagination. The narrative, through intertextual techniques,
explicit references to the press and historical sources, and temporal displacements, reveals the roots
of power and the people’s collective resistance. Jolaei uses situational irony in scenes such as
passing by the houses of Tolstoy and Chekhov or the chance encounter with Jules Verne to render
the presence of history symbolic and interpretable. In describing marginalized spaces, such as the
neighborhoods surrounding Pay-e Khandagh, bitter irony is employed as a form of social critique.
Transparent reality is juxtaposed with scenes of corruption and poverty, exposing the value
contradictions embedded within society. Symbolic images like the “dilapidated triumphal arch”,
the “wretched lion”, and the “flower” appearing throughout the streets constitute striking examples
of critical irony that reduce the symbols of political authority to objects of ridicule. Hutcheon
considers irony to be a bilateral phenomenon emerging through the interaction between language
and the reader; meaning is produced in the gap between the utterance and the audience’s
interpretation, a mechanism that lies at the heart of postmodern thought. Guided by this perspective,
Jolaei situates his work within the framework of historiographic metafiction, presenting history not
as the reflection of an objective truth but as an ongoing process of interpretation and reconstruction.
In this structure, graphic, auditory, and deictic signs alongside intertextual references to
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travelogues, the press, and literary works transform history into a heterogeneous network of
meanings. Overall, The Assassination Attempt on His Majesty’s Life portrays the conflict between
power and the people and, simultaneously, symbolizes the enduring resilience of historical
memory. By employing verbal irony, the integration of documentary and fictional materials, and
extensive intertextuality, Jolaei relocates historical truth from the confines of official representation
into the realm of critical reflection and postmodern inquiry.

4. Conclusions
Reza Jolaei’s novel The Assassination Attempt on His Majesty’s Life embodies a conscious

convergence of history and literature within the framework of historiographic metafiction. Through
verbal irony, anachronism, and the fusion of imagination with historical reality, the novel
transforms history from a fixed narrative into a dynamic, interpretive process. Jolaei presents
language as a resistant and creative force that, by establishing a critical distance between reality
and its representation, enables collective resistance against power. Historical figures such as
Haydar Amo-oghli and Karim Davatgar transcend their political roles to become symbols of
people’s resistance. Symbolic motifs such as the “flower”, the “dilapidated triumphal arch”, and
the “wretched lion” portray the deteriorated condition of society while simultaneously contributing
to the redefinition of new layers of meaning. Language in its formal, colloquial, and metaphorical
dimensions becomes an instrument for reconstructing cultural memory, a memory that rewrites
history with each retelling and preserves the continuity of the nation’s resistance and historical
consciousness.
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