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This study provided a cognitive analysis of the representation of concepts of resistance across
three distinct textual contexts: selected verses from the Holy Qur’an, the poetry of Sepideh
Kashani, and the poetry of Fadwa Tuqan. The theoretical framework of the study was
grounded in Fauconnier and Turner’s Conceptual Blending Theory, Lakoff and Johnson’s
Conceptual Metaphor Theory, and Fillmore’s Frame Semantics. Employing a qualitative
methodology and a cognitive-textual analytical approach, the study aimed to explore the
formation of shared conceptual networks as well as the cultural and historical differences
involved in the representation of key notions of resistance, such as patience, steadfastness,
struggle (jihad), and martyrdom. The findings revealed that the Holy Qur’an, through the use
of fundamental metaphor and stable conceptual structures, establishes common patterns for
understanding resistance. These patterns are reproduced in the poetry of Kashani and Tugqan;
however, each poet reconstructs them according to her own cultural and social context.
Kashani portrays resistance in connection with Ashura culture and the symbols of the Islamic
revolution of Iran, while Tuqan employs land-centered and epic metaphors to represent
Palestinian resistance. The results demonstrated that cognitive analysis, in addition to
revealing semantic continuity and discontinuity, provides a deeper understanding of
intertextual relationships and can play a significant role in both the teaching of resistance

literature and semantic studies of the Qur’an.
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1. Introduction

Concepts associated with resistance, including patience, jihad, martyrdom, sustainability, and
comprehensive steadfastness, constitute central pillars of Qur’anic discourse and contemporary
literature, particularly resistance literature. The Holy Qur’an articulates these concepts through
unparalleled eloquence and a multilayered structure reflected not only in religious texts but also in
the contemporary literary works of Iran, Palestine, and other Islamic societies. For instance, Verse
111 of Surah At-Tawbah employs the metaphor of the “Divine Transaction” to connect the
concepts of jihad and resistance with self-sacrifice and otherworldly reward. In Islamic exegesis,
this metaphor has been interpreted as a symbol of faithful devotion, integrating spiritual and
rational values.

Resistance literature, which flourished after the Islamic Revolution in Iran (1979) and within the

context of resistance movements in Palestine and Lebanon, has reimagined these concepts through
poetry and prose, thereby transforming them into integral components of the cultural identity of
Islamic societies. The poetry of the Iranian poet Sepideh Kashani and the Palestinian poet Fadwa
Tugan stands as prominent examples of this reimagination, drawing inspiration from Qur’anic
concepts to represent resistance within national and identity-based contexts.
The profound intertextual connection between the Qur’an and contemporary literature necessitates
novel analytical approaches capable of unveiling the cognitive, rhetorical, and cultural layers of
these texts. Concepts of resistance in the Qur’an and contemporary literature are expressed through
intricate linguistic and cognitive structures, the analysis of which, through traditional methods,
such as thematic or historical analysis, may fail to fully capture their semantic depth and persuasive
power.

Cognitive linguistics, particularly Conceptual Blending Theory, provides systematic tools for
analyzing the mental processes involved in meaning-making, which can illuminate these
complexities. However, the application of this theory to the analysis of Qur’anic texts and
contemporary resistance literature, especially in the works of poets such as Sepideh Kashani and
Fadwa Tugan, remains limited, resulting in gaps in understanding the cognitive and intertextual
linkages between these texts.

Accordingly, this study addressed the following central research question: How are the concepts
of resistance represented from a cognitive-linguistic perspective in the Qur’an and the
contemporary poetry of Sepideh Kashani and Fadwa Tuqan, and what cognitive and rhetorical
commonalities and differences can be identified across these texts?

2. Methodology

This study employed a qualitative approach, emphasizing textual and cognitive analysis, to
examine the representation of the concepts of resistance, namely patience, jithad, martyrdom,
sustainability, and comprehensive steadfastness, in selected Qur’anic verses (Al-Baqarah 2:153,
Al-Ankabut 29:69, Al-e Imran 3:169 and 3:200, and At-Tawbah 9:111) and in the poetry of
Sepideh Kashani (specifically the poems “Patience”, “Jihad”, “Martyr”, “Steadfastness”, “Dawn”)
and Fadwa Tugan (specifically the poems “To You, My Homeland”, “The Uprising”, “To My
Father”, “I Shall Not Die”).
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The primary objective was to identify the cognitive and rhetorical structures that shape the
meanings of resistance within these texts and to elucidate their tangible impact on Iranian and
Palestinian audiences. The Qur’anic texts were selected due to their potent rhetorical force and
their direct engagement with the concepts of resistance. Likewise, the poems of Kashani and Tugan
were chosen for their intertextual connections with the Qur’an and their significant cultural
influence within the resistance literatures of Iran and Palestine, respectively.

Data were collected from Qur’anic texts, poetry collections, and relevant exegetical and literary
sources. Data analysis was conducted in three sequential phases:
1. Identification of key lexical items (e.g., “patience”, “palm tree”, “light”) and linguistic
imagery.
2. Cognitive analysis based on Conceptual Blending Theory to uncover the underlying mental
spaces and integration networks.
3. Comparative analysis of the commonalities and differences in the deployment of these
concepts across spiritual, national, and identity-based contexts.

The analyses were informed by theories from cognitive linguistics, primarily Fauconnier and
Turner’s Conceptual Blending Theory, supplemented by Lakoff and Johnson’s Conceptual
Metaphor Theory and Fillmore’s Frame Semantics. This integrated methodological framework
facilitated a thorough exploration of the intertextual connections and the deeper semantic layers
embedded within the corpus.

3. Findings

The findings revealed that the concepts of resistance in the Qur’an and in the poetry of Kashani
and Tuqgan are represented through complex cognitive structures that blend universal meanings
with culturally specific imagery.

Concerning patience, Verse 153 of Surah Al-Baqarah represents patience as a “spiritual shield”
that protects believers during times of hardship. Conceptual Blending Theory demonstrates that the
input space of “patience” (faithful endurance) is blended with the input space of a “shield” (a
defensive tool), resulting in the emergent blended space of “patience as a spiritual shield”.

In Kashani’s poetry, the verse, “Patience, O friend! Patience is required / On this path, so thorny
and arduous”, associates patience with a “palm tree of resistance”, thereby linking it to the culture
of Ashura and the Islamic Revolution of Iran. Here, the input space of the “palm tree” (a symbol
of life in harsh conditions) is blended with that of “faithful patience”, representing patience as a
resilient tree.

Touqan, in her line, “And that patience / is a light shining in the darkness”, employs a simile
comparing patience to a “divine light” that embodies hope within the Palestinian struggle. This
creates a blend where the abstract concept of patience gains the tangible, illuminating properties of
light.

While the Qur’an emphasizes universal faith, Kashani focuses on revolutionary steadfastness,
and Tugan on national hope, all three are interconnected through the common theme of
perseverance in the face of adversity.

Regarding Jihad, Verse 69 of Surah Al-Ankabut compares Jihad to a “spiritual journey” that
culminates in divine guidance. In this cognitive blend, the input space of “Jihad” (striving in the
path of God) is integrated with the input space of “journey” (movement toward a destination),
representing Jihad as a guided endeavor.
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Kashani, in her verse, “Jihad is not the war of weapons / Jihad is the awakened
pens”, metaphorically conceives of Jihad as an “awakened pen”, emphasizing its role in cultural
and intellectual awakening within the Iranian context. Here, the input space of the “pen” (an
instrument of awareness) is blended with “Jihad”, thereby reframing Jihad as a form of cultural
enlightenment.

Tugan, in her line, “You taught me that Jihad is an epic poem / Written with the blood of
martyrs”, employs a powerful simile, comparing Jihad to a “heroic ode” inscribed by the blood of
martyrs, which represents the armed resistance of the Palestinian struggle.

Thus, while the Qur’anic representation of Jihad emphasizes divine guidance, Kashani’s focuses
on cultural enlightenment, and Tuqgan’s on physical struggle, all three conceptualizations are
interconnected through the overarching theme of purposeful striving.

Regarding Martyrdom, Verse 169 of Al- Imran Surah links martyrdom to “eternal
life”, transforming sacrifice in the path of God into everlasting life in the presence of the Lord. In
this conceptual blend, the input space of “martyrdom” (sacrifice for God) is integrated with the
input space of “life” (eternal existence), thereby transmuting martyrdom into a state of spiritual
transcendence.

Kashani, in her verse, “The martyrs do not die / They merely don a garment of soil”, implicitly
compares martyrdom to a “guiding star”, a metaphor that inspires revolutionary continuity. Here,
the input space of a “star” (a celestial guide) is blended with “martyrdom”, representing the
martyrs as guides on the path of truth, a concept deeply interwoven with the culture of Ashura.

Tugan, in her lines, “If I should fall on the path / Make of my blood a light / To guide those who
come after to you!” compares martyrdom to a “seed of hope”, representing the future liberation of
Palestine. In this blend, the input space of a “seed” (potential for growth) is merged
with “martyrdom”, representing it as a sown grain destined to yield freedom.

Thus, while the Qur’an emphasizes the divine reward, Kashani focuses on the Ashura-inspired
legacy of sacrifice, and Tuqan on Palestinian aspirations, all three conceptualizations are
interconnected through the universal theme of sacrificial offering.

Regarding Resistance, Verse 200 of Al Imran Surah metaphorically conceives of resistance as
a “fortress of faith” that protects the community of believers from its enemies. In this cognitive
framework, the input space of “resistance” (steadfastness) is blended with the input space of
a “fortress” (a defensive structure), resulting in the representation of resistance as a form of
collective defense.

Kashani, in her verse, “Chain us if you will / But like the olive tree / We send roots through the
heart of stones”, employs a simile comparing resistance to a “deep-rooted olive tree”, symbolizing
revolutionary tenacity. Here, the input space of the “olive tree” (noted for its resilience and deep
anchorage) is integrated with “resistance”, portraying it as a force firmly rooted in faith and
identity.

Tuqan, in her line, “I shall rise, despite the devastation / Like a palm tree, wounded yet rooted in
stone”, similarly compares resistance to a “wounded yet steadfast palm tree”, representing
Palestinian survival. The input space of the “palm tree” (a symbol of endurance in arid
environments) is blended with “resistance”, depicting it as an act of survival and persistence
against occupation.
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Thus, while the Qur’anic depiction emphasizes communal unity, Kashani focuses
on revolutionary fortitude, and Tuqan on national survival, all three representations are
fundamentally interconnected through the overarching theme of collective steadfastness.

Regarding comprehensive steadfastness, Verse 111 of At-Tawbah Surah metaphorically portrays
steadfastness as a “Divine Transaction”, linking earthly sacrifice with heavenly reward. In this
conceptual blend, the input space of “steadfastness” (collective perseverance) is integrated with the
input space of a “transaction” (a reciprocal exchange), representing comprehensive steadfastness
as a covenant with God, promising ultimate divine recompense.

Kashani, in her verse, “This night, too, shall break / And the True Dawn / Arrives with the call
of ‘Allahu Akbar’ [God is Greater than all else],” implicitly compares steadfastness to
an “unyielding mountain”, symbolizing unwavering revolutionary resolve. Here, the input space
of the “mountain” (an emblem of immovable stability) is blended with “steadfastness”, depicting
it as an immutable firmness on the path of truth.

Tugan, in her line, “Like an olive tree / I embrace the prison’s rock / And put forth leaves, despite
the shackles”, employs a simile comparing steadfastness to an “unbroken land”, representing
Palestinian resilience. The input space of the “land” (foundational to territorial identity) is merged
with “steadfastness”, framing it as an act of national resistance and enduring connection to the
homeland.

Thus, while the Qur’anic metaphor emphasizes the divine reward, Kashani focuses
on revolutionary sacrifice, and Tuqgan on national identity, all three conceptualizations are
intrinsically linked through the overarching theme of collective sacrifice and unwavering
commitment.

4. Conclusion

This study demonstrated the efficacy of Conceptual Blending Theory in uncovering the cognitive
mechanisms underlying the representation of resistance in Qur’anic verses and contemporary
resistance poetry. The Qur’an employs universal metaphors, such as “patience as a shield” and
“steadfastness as a Divine Transaction,” to frame these concepts within a spiritual context. Kashani
and Tugan subsequently reinterpret these metaphors through culturally specific imagery, like the
“resilient palm tree” and the “wounded date palm”, which reflect the revolutionary spirit of Iran
and the national aspirations of Palestine, respectively.

The identified intertextual linkages confirm the profound influence of the Qur’an on both poets,
while their distinct cultural frameworks shape their unique representational modes. From a
practical standpoint, these findings advocate for the integration of cognitive analysis into literary
pedagogy and intercultural dialogue to foster deeper mutual understanding between Iranian and
Palestinian communities.

A limitation of this study was its focus on only two poets and the absence of empirical data
concerning audience reception. This presents opportunities for future research involving broader
and more diverse corpora, as well as empirical studies on reader response.

In conclusion, this study underscored the dynamic interplay between Qur’anic concepts and their
creative reinterpretation in contemporary poetry, illuminating both the continuity and the
adaptability of these foundational ideas across distinct cultural contexts.
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framework draws on three key theories: (1) Henri Lefebvre’s theory of the production of space
(2016), which divides space into perceived (physical and sensory), conceived (ideological and
symbolic), and lived (emotional and memory-driven) dimensions; (2) Edward Soja’s spatial triad
(2018), emphasizing “Thirdspace” as a dialectical synthesis of reality and imagination; and (3)
Gaston Bachelard’s phenomenology (2022) in The Poetics of Space, utilizing “topoanalysis” to
explore intimate and inner spaces such as home, nature, and emotionally charged objects. Textual
analysis proceeded in layered stages: first, identification of spatial signs (objective: trench, barbed
wire; mental: tulip, phoenix); second, examination of secondary and discursive meanings (drawing
on Barthes and Eco); and third, integration with prior research to highlight innovation. The research
background was categorized by subject, methodology, interpretive framework, and research
problem into three groups: descriptive, socio-theoretical, and literary-narrative studies. These
categories reveal a relative neglect of spatial duality in regional resistance poetry.

3. Discussion

The analysis of Sepidnameh’s poetry revealed space as a dynamic, dialectical phenomenon that
integrates the reality of war with a spiritual and indigenous world. At the level of perceived space
(Lefebvre), tangible images such as “the wave of explosion,” “trench,” and “storm of bullets” (in
the poem “I Narrate the Tale of the Sword”) reflect the real geography of the Sacred Defense (Iran-
Irag War) (Ilam and Khuzestan: Shalamcheh, Hoveizeh, Arvand), reinforcing the official discourse
of resistance through military and epic signs. However, this space is not neutral; rather, it is shaped
by relations of power and resistance (Harvey, 2020) and becomes a “non-place” (Augé, 2008),
where destruction and displacement (e.g., “black huts” and “dolls of innocent children”) destabilize
the sense of belonging.

In conceived space, religious and mythological symbols (Neinava, Karbala, phoenix) elevate war
to an ideological and eschatological narrative; for instance, “tulips in the barbed-wire garden” (in
“I Narrate the Tale of the Phoenix™) signify martyrdom and resurrection, linking revolutionary
discourse to Shiite values. Soja associates this level with “mental space,” where elite ideology (e.g.,
Mafatih al-Jinan and “‘eyes to the infinite sky”) expressed through symbolic language, transforms
reality into an eternal concept.

Lived space constitutes the central innovation of this study. Through the invocation of regional
elements (oak trees, reed beds, Nahr-e Anbar), personal and collective experiences (mourning, loss,
displacement) are reconstructed. Poems like “Who Will Interpret the Alphabet of Darkness?” and
“The Earth, An Empty Cradle” symbolize postwar suspension, which, through Bachelard’s
topoanalysis, becomes an intimate, emotional space (the green solitude of oak trees) that revives
Ilam’s indigenous identity in contrast to central discourse. Semiotic analysis (Barthes, 2006)
reveals that signs like “red coffin” and “orphaned rifle” produce secondary meanings of suffering
and anticipation, while discourse analysis (Jorgensen & Phillips, 2010) highlights the tension
between official narratives (epic) and lived experiences (mourning). Ultimately, Soja’s
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“Thirdspace” integrates these layers, transforming the poems from epic narratives into human-
centered and indigenous experiences that connect resistance literature with regional literature.

4. Conclusions

The findings indicated that space in Sepidnameh’s poetry functions as a multifaceted framework
for redefining resistance, from reproducing revolutionary ideology to reviving local identity amidst
destruction. This duality enriches the literature of the Islamic Revolution and elevates it from
descriptive frameworks to dialectical analysis. The study underscores the need for interdisciplinary
research and recommends: (1) extending analysis to other regional poets (e.g., from Ilam and
Khuzestan); (2) applying spatial theories to digital criticism of resistance literature; and (3)
exploring the impact of spatial duality on cultural policies for preserving local identity. By
presenting a novel analytical framework, this study contributes to the theoretical enrichment of
contemporary Iranian literature and paves the way for future research on the intersection of space,
identity, and ideology.
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