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Laclau and Mouffe’s theory of discourse analysis, by foregrounding the discursive nature of
social phenomena, offers an innovative framework for understanding society that facilitates
the redefinition of identity and the envisioning of society’s future. Drawing upon this
theoretical framework and recognizing the need to clarify the mechanisms through which
hegemonic narratives are constructed and consolidated within the discursive space of
Palestinian society, the present study examined Yahya Sinwar’s novel A/-Shawk wa al-
Qaranful (The Thorn and the Carnation) through a descriptive-analytical method. The
analysis was grounded in key concepts, including articulation, nodal point, antagonism,
hegemony, marginalization and foregrounding, myth, accessibility, and credibility. The
findings indicated that by employing the principle of antagonism and constructing a hostile
discursive order, Sinwar not only narrates the political history of a particular period but also
utilizes the literary structure of the novel to construct the identity and meaning of the discourse
of “We” (the Resistance) in opposition to the “Other” (the Zionist). The identities of
Palestinian subjects in the novel are constituted through their absolute opposition to the
external, threatening other, namely Zionism, via the logic of equivalence, whereas the
agonistic and pluralistic structure of Palestinian society is articulated through the logic of
difference. Moreover, the novel functions not merely as a narrative text but as a hegemonic
instrument that seeks to marginalize the dominant Zionist discourse while foregrounding the
discourse of resistance on the basis of religious, cultural, and educational principles and
transforming it into an objective social reality within Palestinian society. By positioning the
myth of Hamas in a context of accessibility during periods of crisis and imbuing it with
historical-religious credibility, the discourse of Islamic resistance presents itself as the sole
viable and hegemonic alternative to the failed discourses of compromise, particularly Fatah’s
discourse of reconciliation and negotiation.

Cite this article. Ghaderi, Azadeh (2026). Discourse Analysis of Resistance in The Thorn and the Carnation by Yahya Sinwar
Based on Laclau and Mouffe’s Approach. Journal of Resistance Literature, 18 (34), 165-188.
http//doi.org/ 10.22103/j11.2025.26043.3090

© The Author(s).
DOI: http//doi.org/10.22103/jr1.2025.26043.3090

Publisher: Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman.



https://doi.org/10.22103/jrl.2025.26043.3090
https://doi.org/10.22103/jrl.2025.26043.3090
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4975-1924

Journal of Resistance Literature, Volume 18, Issue 34, 2026 166

1- Introduction

The discourse analysis theory developed by Laclau and Mouffe, with its emphasis on the inherently
discursive constitution of social phenomena, offers an innovative framework for interpreting
society, redefining identity, and envisioning alternative futures. Within this theoretical perspective,
all social phenomena are discursive constructions whose identities are constituted through relations
of competition and hegemonic struggle.

Palestinian resistance literature represents a prominent example of the dynamic interplay among
language, power, and ideology. Rather than merely reflecting reality, this body of literature actively
participates in the construction of identity, the mobilization of public sentiment, and resistance
against structures of domination.

The primary objective of the present study was to investigate how hegemonic narratives are
constructed and stabilized within the discursive space of Palestinian society through an
examination of Yahya Sinwar’s novel Al-Shawk wa al-Qaranful (The Thorn and the Carnation).
The study sought to explore the representation of the discourse of resistance and the manner in
which two antagonistic and mutually exclusive discourses, i.e., Palestinian resistance and Zionism,
are constructed in opposition to one another.

The study addresses the following research questions: Through which signifiers and articulatory
practices are subject identities constructed? What strategies are employed to render the discourse
of resistance hegemonic?

2- Method

This study employed a descriptive-analytical approach based on Laclau and Mouffe’s theory of
discourse analysis. By extending the scope of critical discourse analysis from linguistics to politics
and social sciences, this theoretical framework provides a robust instrument for examining social
dynamics and political processes.

The key concepts employed to explain the process of meaning-making within the discourse of
resistance and its confrontation with the dominant discourse include articulation, nodal point,
antagonism, hegemony, marginalization, foregrounding, myth, accessibility, and credibility.
Particular attention was given to political processes and the articulation of signifiers through which
power is consolidated and meaning is produced.
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3- Findings

The analysis demonstrated that the author does not merely recount the political history of a
particular period; rather, he deliberately employs the literary structure of the novel to construct
identity and generate meaning for the discourse of “We” (the Resistance) in opposition to the
“Other” (the Zionist).

3-1. Discursive Order and Antagonism

By drawing upon the principle of antagonism and constructing a hostile discursive order, the author
foregrounds the opposition between al-Shawk (the Thorn, symbolizing hardship and defense) and
al-Qaranful (the Carnation, symbolizing love and sacrifice) in the novel’s title. This opposition
encapsulates the intertwined and conflict-ridden condition of Palestinian society.

Within the novel, the identities of Palestinian subjects are constructed through their opposition
to the external, threatening “Other”, namely Zionism, via the logic of equivalence. Within this
chain of equivalence, the diverse demands of various resistance factions (the Fida iyyun, al-Jabhah
al-Wataniyyah [the National Front], Fatah, and others) are represented as unified and homogeneous
in the face of an external threat.

Concurrently, the agonistic and pluralistic structure of Palestinian society is articulated through
the logic of difference, whereby internal contradictions among Palestinian groups are
acknowledged yet ultimately subsumed within the broader framework of a shared political
community (agonism).

3-2. Articulation and Hegemony

Within the resistance discourse, concepts such as history, Palestine, legacy, religion, loyalty,
martyrdom operations, and prison are articulated around the nodal point of homeland. Prison is
reimagined as a “university” for education and personal development, while loyalty, elevated to
the level of an ideal, as exemplified by the character of Abd al-Mun‘im, who kills an intelligence
officer rather than becoming an informant, is foregrounded as a positive signifier within this
discourse.

In the dominant Zionist discourse, concepts such as usurpation, massacre, destruction of history
and culture, corruption, espionage, and terror are articulated around the nodal point of the “Jewish
state”. The author’s depiction of Zionists, highlighting the assassination of resistance figures, the
deployment of prostitution and narcotics to foster systematic corruption, and the coercion of people
into espionage, results in the marginalization of the dominant discourse.
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The novel functions as a hegemonic apparatus that foregrounds the discourse of Islamic
resistance based on religious, cultural, and educational principles, contributing to its objectivation
within Palestinian society.

3-3. Myth-Making and Objectivity

By positioning the myth of Hamas in a state of accessibility during periods of crisis and imbuing
it with historical-religious credibility, the discourse of Islamic resistance presents itself as the sole
viable and hegemonic alternative to discredited discourses, such as Fatah’s strategy of compromise
and negotiation.

Credibility is secured through the discourse’s association with indisputable religious and cultural
values, including references to the Divine Promise, allusions to historical and religious figures
(such as Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi and the narrative of the Jews and the Prophet Moses), and the
assertion that the land of Palestine has been sanctified by the blood of the Prophet’s Companions.

Accessibility is achieved by anchoring the discourse in the lived experiences of ordinary people,
including oppression, martyrdom, and the suffering caused by occupation, while demonstrating
that these experiences are not confined to elites. This process of objectification is reflected in
ideological shifts within small-scale networks of power, such as the replacement of traditional
expressions (e.g., “commemorative handkerchief”) with the vocabulary of resistance (e.g.,
“gunpowder rifle”’) in mothers’ lullabies as well as in children’s games, crafting spiked boards to
puncture Israeli vehicles.

4- Conclusion

The novel AI-Shawk wa al-Qaranful (The Thorn and the Carnation) constitutes a powerful and
systematic literary representation of discourse theory and its central concept of antagonism.
Through the deliberate and oppositional articulation of signifiers, the author reinforces the
intellectual and ideological foundations of a resistance discourse rooted in faith, loyalty, and
history, in stark contrast to the destructive and usurping logic attributed to the Zionist discourse.

Sinwar’s discursive strategy transforms the discourse of Islamic resistance into a hegemonic and
objectified formation that prioritizes spiritual and cultural education over armed struggle. At the
same time, Palestinian society is depicted as an agonistic and democratic structure whose internal
differences and contradictions, when confronted with an external threat, converge into an
equivalent and unified collective identity. Ultimately, by positioning the myth of Hamas as the only
available source of meaning during times of crisis and systematically linking it to religious and
historical values through the mechanisms of credibility and accessibility, this discourse
consolidates itself as the ultimate locus of legitimacy within Palestinian society.
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