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The issue of national identity, particularly in occupied societies such as Palestine, represents
one of the most complicated cultural challenges of the contemporary era. Continuing efforts
to undermine the constituent elements of Palestinian identity have transformed the novel into
an important arena for redefining and consolidating the foundations of national identity. In
this context, A Mask, the Color of the Sky, the recent novel by the contemporary Palestinian
writer Basim Khandaqji, through its representation of the lived reality of Palestinians,
presents a suitable framework for examining the fundamental components of national identity
and the crises ensuing therein. This study, using a descriptive-analytical approach, sought to
identify which components of national identity are highlighted in this novel and to examine
how the Palestinian identity crisis is reflected in its narrative. Accordingly, the study focused
on five components, including language, religion, the individual, homeland, and history, as
the primary analytical framework. The findigns indicated that language, as a means of
communication, reflects the internal conflicts of the characters through the tension between
their mother tongue and foreign languages; religion, as a source of cultural cohesion, shows
its role in either reinforcing or weakening national identity by the depiction of ideological
conflicts and the spiritual crises experienced by different generations; at the individual level,
the characters’ confrontation with conflicting identities and existential pressures intensifies
their personal identity crises, eventually contributing to a broader national identity crisis; the
homeland, as the central axis of national belonging, occupies a fundamental position in
preserving the cohesion of national identity by virtue of'its historical and cultural significance;
and finally, history functions, on the one hand, as an instrument of resistance and identity
reclamation through exposing Zionist historical distortions, while, on the other hand, the

characters’ neglect of their national history further deepens the identity crisis.
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1- Introduction

The concept of identity serves not only as a means of individual differentiation and recognition
but also forms the bedrock of social cohesion and continuity. Among the multifaceted
dimensions of identity, national identity holds a preeminent position, since it functions as a
comprehensive framework encompassing other levels of identity while fostering a sense of
belonging and solidarity among members of a society. Nevertheless, national identity is a
dynamic and evolving phenomenon that remains subject to continuous transformation and
redefinition when confronted with political, cultural, and social developments. A stark
illustration of this condition is observable within the context of Palestinian society, where
cultural cleansing and demographic shifts, aimed at attenuating Palestinian identity and
facilitating occupation, have precipitated a profound identity crisis. In such a milieu, Palestinian
literature, particularly the novel, transcends its role as a mere instrument for representing
historical suffering. It emerges as a vital arena for the reconstruction and consolidation of the
components of national identity. In doing so, it plays a significant role in safeguarding and
regenerating collective identity. The principal objective of the present study was to demonstrate
how Palestinian literature has become an effective instrument for preserving national identity
and amplifying the voice of resistance, a voice whose influence extends beyond the literary
sphere to resonate throughout the social and cultural existence of the Palestinian nation.

2- Methodology

The present study adopted a descriptive-analytical method. Data were collected through
library-based and documentary sources. In the first stage, pertinent information was extracted
and classified through a meticulous process of note-taking from relevant materials.
Subsequently, by employing content analysis and an in-depth examination of the collected
texts, the components of national identity embedded within the novel’s narrative structure were
identified and elucidated. Ultimately, predicated on the conducted analyses, the findings were
presented in a coherent, systematic, and well-substantiated manner.

3- Results

In Khandaqji’s novel, language functions as a dual-edged instrument, representing both a means
of survival and a threat to identity. Nour, the protagonist, undergoes a multilingual experience
wherein the Hebrew language symbolizes domination, while Arabic embodies resistance and
national identity. This linguistic dichotomy, coupled with the use of English as a medium of
interaction with the outside world, effectively showcases identity-related tensions and illustrates
how language can become a battleground for the imposition of identity or for resistance against
such imposition.

Regarding the religious dimension, the novel delineates an identity that is simultaneously
faith-centric and faith-averse, oscillating along a shifting spectrum that spans from belief to
skepticism, tradition to modernity, and Islam to Christianity. This fluctuation is personified in
the character of Nour, who, despite being a Muslim, devotes himself to studying and writing
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about Mary Magdalene. Likewise, the generational divide represented in the narrative signifies

a fracture and precariousness in religious identity amidst existential and political crises.

At the individual level, the characters exist in a state of perpetual tension, caught between
allegiance to their roots and the imperative to adapt to the realities imposed by occupation. These
internal conflicts are most conspicuously mirrored in the confrontation between Nour and Or,
representing the clash between the authentic Palestinian identity and the imposed Israeli one. This
conflict engulfs not only Nour but also successive generations of the novel’s characters. From the
defeated father to the Palestinian woman residing in Haifa, all are enmeshed in a seemingly futile
endeavor to preserve or reclaim an identity eroded by occupation, exile, and suppression.

Perhaps the most crucial dimension of identity addressed by Khandaqji is the homeland. It is
depicted not merely as a physical habitat but as the central axis of memory, history, faith, and
resistance. Nour is portrayed not just as an individual who remains in his homeland but as the very
embodiment of the indissoluble bond between the individual and their soil. In the narrative,
Jerusalem and the Dome of the Rock emerge as symbols of homeland, faith, and existence, where
death in their proximity is equated with a celestial rebirth. This perspective elevates the homeland
from a mere geographical coordinate to a sacred and spiritual plane.

The component of history within the novel likewise functions not simply as a recitation of past
events but as a critical tool for exposing Zionist distortions and deconstructing their fabricated
narrative. In this context, history transforms into an arena of resistance, preventing the erasure of
collective memory. Consequently, historical narrative assumes a dual function: it both reconstructs
the authentic Palestinian identity and challenges the falsification of an alternative identity.

4- Conclusions

The findings demonstrated that language, as a means of communication, reflects the characters’
internal conflicts through the contention between their mother tongue and foreign languages.
Religion, as a source of cultural cohesion, reveals its capacity to either fortify or undermine national
identity through the portrayal of ideological conflicts and the spiritual crises experienced by
different generations. In the individual sphere, the characters’ confrontation with conflicting
identities and existential pressures precipitates a crisis of personal identity, which in turn
contributes to the broader crisis of national identity. The homeland, as the core tenet of national
belonging and laden with historical and cultural significance, occupies a fundamental position in
preserving the integrity of national identity. Finally, the component of history serves a dual purpose
in the novel: it facilitates the reconstruction of authentic Palestinian identity while actively resisting
the efforts to falsify it.
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